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Maʿālim Irshādiyyah li Ṣināʿati Ṭālib al-ʿIlm 

Guideposts for the Development of a Seeker of Islamic Knowledge 

By Shaykh ʿAwwāmah, (Riyad: Dārul Minhāj, 2013) – Hardback Cover – 490 pages 

A review by Muadh Chati 

	

Shaykh Muhammad ʿAwwāmah is one of the leading scholars of ḥadīth today. A meticulous 
researcher who has dedicated his entire life to the field of ḥadīth. Works that he has researched 
include: (1) Musnad ʿUmar ibn ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz (2) Naṣb al-Rāyah (3) Taqrīb al-Tahdhīb (4) Muṣannaf Ibn Abī 
Shaybah (5) Sunan Abī Dāwūd (6) Al-Qawl al-Badīʿ fi’l-Ṣalāti ʿAla’l Ḥabīb al-Shafīʿ (7) Al-Kāshif (8) Majālis fī 
Tafsīr Qawlihi Taʿālā (9) Al-Ansāb (from the letter Shīn to the end of the letter ʿAyn) (10) Al-Shamā’il al-

Muḥammadiyyah.  
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His authored works include: (1) Athar al-Ḥadīth al-Sharīf (2) Adab al-Ikhtilāf (3) Al-Mukhtār Min Farā’id 
al-Nuqūl (4) Ḥujjiyah Afʿāl al-Rasūl (5) Min Ṣiḥāḥ al-Aḥādīth al-Qudusiyyah (6) Dirāsah Ḥadīthiyyah 
Muqārānah (7) Maʿālim Irshādiyyah  

Note: references for quotes have been omitted from this article as they may be found in the book. 

Shaykh Muhammad ʿAwwamah’s Maʿālim Irshādiyyah li Ṣināʿati Ṭālib al-ʿIlm ( ملعلا بلاط ةعانصل ةيداشرإ لماعم ) 

is a must for any seeker of Islamic knowledge looking for guidance and inspiration in the long and 
arduous journey of seeking Islamic knowledge or any teacher of Islamic knowledge looking for the 
tools to inspire his students. It is hoped that by following the advices presented by the author, a 
seeker of Islamic knowledge shall attain their objective of acquiring Islamic knowledge coupled with 
the inspiration to act upon their knowledge, and a teacher will find the means to assist the students 

of Islamic knowledge in acquiring their objective. 

A Cursory Study of the Book 

The book is divided into four sections: 

1) Introduction to Islamic knowledge, virtues of Islamic knowledge, and virtues of the 

seekers of Islamic knowledge 

2) Guideposts for a students of Islamic knowledge 

3) Guideposts for a teacher of Islamic knowledge in terms of his role as a teacher 

(Muʿallim) 

4) Guideposts for a teacher of Islamic knowledge in terms of his role as a guardian 

(Murabbῑ) 

I shall now present snippets of what is mentioned under each section. 

Introduction to Islamic knowledge, virtues of Islamic knowledge, virtues of the 

gatherings of Islamic knowledge, and virtues of the scholars of Islamic knowledge 

After elucidating upon the meaning and qualities of Islamic knowledge and the importance for a 
seeker of knowledge to adopt the methodology of the scholars of the past, the author explains some 
of the virtues of Islamic knowledge, the virtues of the gatherings of Islamic knowledge, and the 

virtues of the scholars of Islamic knowledge.  
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The author explains that it was through the Islamic knowledge given to him by Allah the Almighty 
that Sayyidunā Ādam ʿalayh al-salām gained the respect of the angels, such that they were 
commanded to prostrate before him. He then demonstrates how scholars such as Ibn ʿAbd al-Barr 
raḥimahullah (d.463 AH) have recorded from the ṣaḥābah that seeking Islamic knowledge is 
equivalent to striving in the path of Allah. After this, he explains the meaning of the oft quoted 

ḥadῑth of the Prophet ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi wasallam: 

 مٍلسم لِّك ىلع ةٌضيرف مِلعلا بُلط
The seeking of knowledge is an obligation upon every Muslim. 

The author then continues to demonstrate the virtues of the gatherings in which Islamic knowledge 
is discussed by proving that gatherings in which Islamic knowledge is discussed are more virtuous 
than secluding oneself for worship. After this, the author dedicates some eight pages or so towards 
the virtues of the scholars of Islamic knowledge. He explains that the effect of the scholars upon this 
nation is similar to the effect of the Prophets and Messengers upon their nations; this is because the 
scholars are the inheritors of the Prophet. Similarly, the Qur’ān has utilised the word ‘ʿUlamā’ for 

the Prophets. Allah the Almighty says: 

 طسقل> امئاق ملعلا ولوأو ةكئلالماو وه لاّإ هلإ لا هنّأ الله دهش
Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, as do the angels and the people of Islamic 

knowledge (the Prophets), standing with justice. 

Based upon this, Ibn Rajab al-Ḥanbalῑ raḥimahullah (d.795 AH) writes: 

 هيف ءُايبنلأاو مه نوعمتيج مٍس> نوَّمسيُ مIّأ ءاملعلل افًرش اذC ىفكو
And this is a sufficient honour for the scholars of Islamic knowledge that they have been given a name 
that they share with the Prophets. 

The Shaykh then mentions the importance of acting upon the knowledge that one has gained. He 
concludes with a discussion pertaining to the effect that Islamic knowledge has upon the scholars 

themselves. 

Guideposts for a student of Islamic knowledge 

In his introduction to the various guideposts that have been stationed for a student of knowledge, 
Shaykh ʿAwwāmah presents myriad quotes from the pious predecessors. Through quotes from 
luminaries the likes of Imām Muḥammad ibn al-Ḥasan raḥimahullah (d.189 AH) and Imām al-Shāfiʿῑ 
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raḥimahullah (d.204 AH), Shaykh ʿAwwāmah demonstrates the differing views of the scholars with 
regards to the innate traits that are to be found in a student of knowledge. For example, the 
statement of Imām al-Māwardῑ raḥimahullah (d.450 AH) is presented, who said: 

 :... طورش ةعستف – ةنوعلما نم هب دّيمو قيفوتّلا نم هب ظحلاي ام عم – بغارّلا لامك اهعم يهتنيو بلاطّلا ملع اC رفّوتي تيلّا طورشّلا
The conditions through which the knowledge of a seeker becomes complete and through which a seeker 
may attain distinction – along with considering divine inspiration and the assistance gained through it 
– are nine… 

The Shaykh then presents the nine conditions mentioned by Imām al-Māwardῑ raḥimahullah (d.450 

AH):  

1. Soundness of mind 

2. Mental perception 

3. Intelligence 

4. A desire for knowledge 

5. Sufficing upon wealth that allows one to continue his search for knowledge 

6. To be free from other actions 

7. To be free from worries and concerns 

8. A long life 

9. A teacher willing to teach 

Shaykh ʿAwwamah also presents the statements of Imām Muḥammad ibn al-Ḥasan raḥimahullah 
(d.189 AH) and Imām al-Shāfiʿῑ raḥimahullah (d.204 AH), both of whom, interestingly, stressed the 
importance of intellect and understanding within a student of knowledge. A pertinent incident 
involving Ibn Shubrumah raḥimahullah (d.144 AH) is also presented. When a man asked him a 
question, he gave the answer, however, the man did not understand, Ibn Shubrumah raḥimahullah 
(d.144 AH) repeated the answer, again, the man did not understand, Ibn Shubrumah raḥimahullah 

(d.144 AH) then said: 

 هل ءَاود لا ءٌاد اذهف مهفْـَت لاَ كنّلأ مهفت لم تَنك نإو ةداعلإ> مهفَْـتسف مهفت لم كنّلأ مهفت لم تَنكُ نْإ
If you have not understood it because you have not understood it, then you shall understand it when it 
is repeated, and if you have not understood because you do not have an understanding, then this is an 
illness for which there is no cure. 
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A study of the book reveals that Shaykh has designated fifteen guideposts that a seeker of Islamic 

knowledge should follow in order to attain his objective: 

1) To have sincerity in intention 

2) To recognise the lofty status of a seeker of Islamic knowledge 

3) To have intellect 

 
The Shaykh explains that there are two types of intellect: 
 

Ø Natural: this is the intellect embedded within an individual 

Ø Acquired: this is the intellect acquired after years of life experience 

The Shaykh explains that one who is blessed with both types of intellect is capable of great 
wonders. While the Shaykh explains that a teacher should value a student who has natural 
intellect, he also explains that a teacher should bear patience with a student who does not 
have a high natural intellect. Indeed, such students may develop an acquired intellect and 
may even surpass those who have a natural intellect. He then presents a thought-provoking 
story as testimony for this; in his biography upon Al-Rabῑʿ ibn Sulaymān raḥimahullah (d.256 
AH), Taqῑ al-Dῑn al-Subkῑ raḥimahullah (d.756 AH) quotes Al-Qaffāl raḥimahullah who said in 

his fatāwā: 

 هيلع ررّكو ةٍولخ في يّعفاشّلا هاعدف ءًايح سل}ا نم ماقو مهفي مْلَف ةًرّم ينعبرأ ةًدحاو ةًلأسم هيلع ُّيعفاشلا ررّكف مِهفلا ءَيطب عيبرّلا ناك
 !مهِفَ تىّح

Al-Rabῑʿ was a slow-paced learner, so [Imām] al-Shāfiʿī would repeat a single mas’alah to him 
fourty times, but he would still not understand it, he (Al-Rabīʿ) would then stand and leave the 
gathering out of embarrassment, [Imām] al-Shāfiʿī would then call him (Al-Rabīʿ) privately and 
would continue repeating the mas’alah to him until he would understand it! 

Shaykh ʿAwwāmah comments upon this story: 

 َّيعفاشّلا نّأ نيرطسب برلخا اذه لبق ءاج دقو هيرَخ وْجري نم عم هفِطّلتو هبِدأو هقِوذ فيو هلِمّتحو هبرِص في يّعفاشلا ماملإا نع الله يضرو
 كَتُمْعَطْلأَ ملعلا كمَعِطْأُ نأ نينكمأ ول عيبر � اموي هل لاقو ناميلس نب عيبرّلا نيمدخ ام طّق دٌحأ نيِْمَدَخَ ام لاقو !ليّإ كَّبحأ ام هل لاق
 ملّعمو ذاتسأ لّك ةَودق يّعفاشلا ماملإا نكيلف

May Allah be pleased with Imām al-Shāfiʿῑ for his patience, forbearance, attitude, conduct and 
affection with someone for whom he hoped goodness, and it is mentioned [in Ṭabqāt al-
Shāfiʿiyyah al-Kubrā of Tāj al-Dῑn al-Subkῑ in the biography of Al-Rabīʿ ibn Sulaymān two lines 
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before the above-mentioned] that [Imām] al-Shāfiʿῑ said to him, “I have so much love for you!” 
and he (Imām al-Shāfiʿī) said, “Nobody has provided me with a service like the service provided 
to me by Al-Rabῑʿ ibn Sulayman,” and he once said to him, “Oh Rabīʿ, if it were possible for me 
to feed you Islamic knowledge, I would feed it to you.” Hence, every teacher and guide should 
make Imām al-Shāfiʿī their example. 

4) To valorise time and to have a zeal for attaining Islamic knowledge 

 
The Shaykh quotes the statement of the great Imām, Fakhr al-Dῑn al-Rāzῑ raḥimahullah (d.606 
AH), who said: 

 
 زيزع نامزّلاو تقولا نّإف لكلأا تقو في ملعلR لاغتشلاا نع تاوفلا في فسFّأ نينّإ اللهو

I swear by Allah, I regret the opportunity I have lost of engrossing in Islamic knowledge due to 
the need to eat food, for indeed, time and age are precious. 

 
From amongst the incidents presented as an example of the zeal for acquiring Islamic 
knowledge, perhaps the most pertinent incident is the incident of Ibn Abῑ Ḥātim al-Rāzῑ 
raḥimahullah (d.327 AH). Ibn Abῑ Ḥātim raḥimahullah (d.327 AH) writes in Al-Jarḥ wa’l-Taʿdīl, in 
the biography of ʿUqbah ibn ʿAbd al-Ghāfir al-Azdῑ raḥimahullah: 

 
 ينكسم ناسلب لا لاقف ؟ةبحص هل له رفاغلا دبع نب ةبقع نع عزنّلا في وهو بيأ تلأس

I asked my father while he was in the pangs of death regarding ʿUqbah ibn ʿAbd al-Ghāfir that 
did he gain the companionship [of the Prophet ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi wasallam]? He replied, “No,” 
in a low tone. 

 
5) To have courage in acquiring Islamic knowledge 

 
Shaykh highlights the importance of developing courage in preparation for the hardships 
that one shall face in acquiring this Islamic knowledge. He dedicates an entire sub-section 
highlighting the oft-quoted phrase: 

 
 دسلجا ةحارب ملعلا عاطتسي لا

Islamic knowledge cannot be sought with bodily comfort. 
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Imam Muslim has narrated this phrase from Imām Yāḥyā ibn Abī Kathīr raḥimahullah (d.132 
AH) in his Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, though the narration itself is not ḥadīth of the Prophet ṣallallāhu 
ʿalayhi wasallam and the narration does not fall within the conditions of his book. 

 
6) To free oneself from all distractions 

 
Shaykh ʿAwwāmah quotes the amazing statement of Imām Abū Aḥmad Naṣr ibn Aḥmad 
raḥimahullah, who said: 

 
 هتزانج دهشي ملف هيلإ هلهأ برقأ تامو هناوخإ رجهو هناتسب برّخو هناكّد لطّع نم لاّإ ملعلا اذه لاني لا

This Islamic knowledge cannot be attained except by one who abandons his shop, destroys his 
garden, leaves his friends, and his closest relative (e.g. parents or children) pass away and he is 
unable to attend their funeral (due to being engrossed in studies). 

 
7) To develop a correct companionship  

 
In demonstrating the importance of choosing a correct companion, Shaykh ʿAwwāmah 
mentions that a human being is easily influenced by other human beings. The proof of this, 
he writes, is the ḥadīth of the Prophet ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi wasallam wherein the Prophet 
ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi wasallam said: 

 
 منغلا لهأ في ةنيكسّلاو ربولا لهأ نيدادّفلا لبلإاو ليلخا لهأ في ءلايلخاو رخفلاو

Arrogance and haughtiness is in the owners of horses and camels, who are rude and uncivil, and 
tranquillity is found with the owners of goats. 

 
The ḥadīth shows that the nature of a human being is even influenced by animals; 
accordingly, the influence of other fellow human beings would be greater. 

 
8) To attain knowledge from recognised teachers i.e. Mashāyikh 

 
Shaykh ʿAwwāmah mentions that the scholars of the past did not pay attention to an 
individual who had not studied under a teacher, nor did they consider such a person to have 
a value, and nor did they allow him to have a say in matters of religion. Shaykh then presents 
the narration of Imām al-Bayhaqī raḥimahullah (d.458 AH) who narrates in his Al-Madkhal that 
Imām al-Awzāʿī raḥimahullah (d.159 AH) said: 
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 هلهأ يرغ هيف لخد وأ هلمحف فحصّلا في عقو تىّح لاجرّلا هاقّلتي ازيزع ملعلا اذه لاز ام

This Islamic knowledge remained venerable, and the men (scholars) continued to benefit from 
until it was printed onto the papers, and so then it was carried by those who were not worthy 
of it who also delved into it. 

 
In this chapter, the Shaykh also critiques the methodology of the universities that produce 
individuals who are half-knowledgeable. He quotes Ḥāfiẓ Ibn Taymiyyah raḥimahullah (d.728 
AH) who said: 

 
 هقّفتم فصنو ملّكتم فصن ايندّلا دسفي ام رثكأ

That which corrupts the world the most is a half-theologian and a half-scholar. 

 
The Shaykh then explains why a person who is half-knowledgeable - due to having not 
attained the knowledge from recognised teachers - is of great harm to human beings. He 
writes: 

 
 لّضيف لهاج وهو لماع هنّأ ّ�اظ ملّكتيف لماعلا فصن امّأ لهاج هنّأ فرعي هنّلأ تكسي لهالجاو ملعب ملّكتي لماعلا نّأ كلذ
 لّضيو

This is because a scholar of Islamic knowledge speaks with [the] Islamic knowledge [that he 
possesses] and a layman remains silent as he knows that he is a layman, as for a half-scholar, he 
speaks thinking that he possesses Islamic knowledge though he is a layman, hence he becomes 
misguided and misguides others. 

 
In this section, Shaykh ʿAwwāmah also touches upon a critically important point, the 
negative effects of certain Islamic computer programmes. Shaykh explains that beneficial 
knowledge with which one experiences prosperity (Barakah) and light (Nūr) in his knowledge 
can only be attained through the companionship of a qualified teacher. Thus, one cannot 
become a specialist in ḥadīth until he has specialised in the study of ḥadīth under a qualified 
teacher.  
 
In addition to what has been mentioned by Shaykh, it is important to add that while 
computer programmes such as Maktabah al-Shāmilah have a plethora of positives, when used 
correctly, they undoubtedly have their negatives. With such computer programmes, one 
could bypass the conventional and traditional methods of research (which involve effort, 
time, and dedication), resulting in a plethora of mistakes in one’s work that only the learned 
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scholars will recognise. Indeed, the learned scholars are able to easily discern between 
genuine research (which involves the researcher genuinely studying the books that he is 
quoting) and counterfeit research that has been compiled by typing in keywords onto a 
computer programme.  

 
While the scholars of the past would read through an entire book in order to understand the 
sentiments of a book, today, an ʿĀlim (scholar) – and at times even a layman - simply types 
in key words into a computer programme and begins to give an impression to the general 
laymen that his knowledge is incredibly vast. This is not to mention the numerous 
individuals who get the false impression that with computer programmes such as Maktabah 
al-Shāmilah, we have more knowledge than the scholars of the past (for a rebuttal of this false 
impression, see Shaykh’s Athar al-Ḥadīth al-Sharīf, pg.197 onwards). Besides using computer 
programmes in this incorrect manner, there are of course many benefits to the computer 
programmes. 

 
9) To choose the correct teacher 

 
Shaykh emphasises the importance of choosing the right teacher. He presents the statement 
of Ibrāhim al-Nakhaʿī raḥimahullah (d.96 AH) who said: 

 
 هنع نوذخ� ثمّ هلاح لىإو هتلاص لىإو هتسم لىإ اورظن هنع اوذخأيل لجرّلا اوتأ اذإ اوناك

When they (the scholars) would come to a man to take from him [Islamic knowledge], they 
would look at his physical appearance, his ṣalāh, and his state, then they would take from him. 

 
10) To accompany the teacher for a long period of time 

 
Shaykh laments that in this day and age, the tradition of spending decades in the company 
of one’s teacher has all but vanished. He mentions that Imām Ibn Ḥibbān raḥimahullah (d.354 
AH) has recorded in his Al-Thiqāt ( تاقثلا ) that Nuʿaym ibn ʿAbdillah al-Mujmir raḥimahullah (d. 

ca 120 AH) spent 20 years in the company of Sayyidunā Abū Hurayrah raḍiyallahu ʿanhu. Ḥāfiẓ 
al-Dhahabī raḥimahullah (d.748 AH) records that Thābit al-Bunānī raḥimahullah (d.123 AH) 
spent 40 years in the company of Sayyidunā Anas ibn Mālik raḍiyallahu ʿanhu (d.93 AH). 
Similarly, Nāfiʿ ibn ʿ Abdullah raḥimahullah spent 35 to 40 years in the company of Imām Mālik 
raḥimahullah (d.179 AH). 
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11) To adorn oneself with the regalia of respect 

 
Shaykh ʿAwwāmah writes that respect towards elders is an innate quality found within 
animals too. As proof, he presents the verse of the Qur’ān: 

 
نورعشي لا مهو هدونجو ناميلس مكنّمطيح لا مكنكاسم اولخدا لمنّلا اهيّأ � ةلنم تلاق لمنّلا داو ىلع اوتأ اذإ تىّح

Until, when they came upon the valley of the ants, an ant said, ‘Oh ants enter your 
dwellings that you are not crushed by Solomon and his soldiers while they are unaware’. 

 
The words ‘while they are unaware’ indicates the respect that the ant had towards the army 
of Sayyidunā Sulaymān ʿalayh al-salām; the ant excused the army of Sayyidunā Sulaymān 
ʿalayh al-salām from any blame. If this is the respect an ant had for the companions of 
Sayyidunā Sulaymān ʿalayh al-salām, one can imagine the respect that we, as seekers of 
Islamic knowledge, need to have for the companions of the Prophet ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi 
wasallam and the scholars of the past. 

  
12) To bear patience over the hardships in attaining Islamic knowledge and to avoid 

truanting 

 
Shaykh quotes Abū Hilāl al-ʿAskarī raḥimahullah (d.395 AH) who relates that Imām Al Karkhī 
raḥimahullah (d.340 AH) used to come to the lessons of his teacher, Abū Khāzim ʿ Abd al-Ḥamīd 
ibn ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz raḥimahullah (d.292 AH), every day. In fact, Imām al-Karkhī raḥimahullah 
(d.340 AH) would even attend the venue of the lessons on Friday, a day on which there would 
be no lesson, he would say: 

 روضلحا نم تيداع ضقنأ لاَئل سرد نوكي نأ يرغ نم ةادغل> ةعملجا موي مزاخ بيأ سلمج رضحأ تنك
I used to attend the gathering of Abū Khāzim on Friday mornings without there being a lesson, 
so that I do not lose the habit of attending [the lessons] 

 
13) To go through the subject of the lesson before the lesson and to revise the subject 

after the lesson 

 
The Shaykh presents the statement of Qādī ʿIyāḍ raḥimahullah (d.544 AH), who wrote in the 
biography of his teacher, Ghālib ibn ʿAbd al-Raḥmān ibn ʿAṭiyyah al-Gharnāṭī raḥimahullah 
(d.518 AH): 
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 ىلع ةرّم رهش لّك في "حيحصلا" أرق دق - ابيرقت – نوكيف اماع ٧٧ رمّع دقو ةرّم ةئم عبس "يراخبلا حيحص" ةءارق ررّك هنّأ
 ةنس ينتّس رادم

That he repeated the recitation of Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī seven-hundred times, and indeed he lived for 
seventy-seven years, thus he recited the Ṣaḥīḥ approximately once every month for sixty years. 

 
14) To discuss issues of Islamic knowledge with one another (Mudhākarah) 

 
The Shaykh mentions that the most important benefit of this is that it strengthens one’s 
memory of the knowledge that one possesses and allows one to increase this knowledge by 
learning from others. The Shaykh presents an incident mentioned by Yaʿqūb ibn Sufyān 
raḥimahullah (d.277AH) in Al-Maʿrifah wa’l-Tārīkh who narrates from Fuḍayl ibn Ghazwān 
raḥimahullah (d. ca 141 -149 AH) that he said: 

 
 ءادنّلا لىإ اوموقي لم ابمرف هقفلR نورمسي مهيرغو ديزي نب عاقعقلاو يّلكعلا ثرالحاو بيّضلا مسقم نب ةيرغلماو ةمبرش نبا ناك
Rرجفل 

Ibn Shubrumah, Al-Mughīrah ibn Miqsām al-Ḍabbī, Al-Ḥārith al-ʿUklī, Al-Qaʿqāʿ ibn Yazīd, and 
others would discuss issues of fiqh at night. At times, they would not even get up when the adhān 
of fajr would be called out (due to the intensity of their discussion). 

 
15) To have the capability to ask the right questions, i.e. to be meticulously inquisitive 

while maintaining respect and maturity 

 
The Shaykh presents the statement of Al-Zarnūjī raḥimahullah (d.620 AH) who said: 

 
 ؟ةلأسلما هذه في نولوقت ام لوّلأا نامزّلا في نولوقي ام ةرثكل "لوقت ام" ملعلا بلاط يسمّ انمّإ

Indeed, a seeker of Islamic knowledge is labelled [with the title] ‘what do you say regarding…’ 
due to the abundance of them in the earlier times saying, ‘What do you say regarding this issue?’ 
 

Guideposts for a teachers of Islamic knowledge in terms of their role as a teacher 

A study of the book reveals that the Shaykh has designated fifteen guideposts for teachers of Islamic 

knowledge to attain their objective: 

1) To fulfil the following: 
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Ø Sincerity in intention 

Ø Practice what they preach 

Ø Recognise that they are a deputy of Allah the Almighty 

Ø Recognise that they are leaders for their students, this means that their actions serve 

as validation and invalidation for them 

Ø Endeavour to teach all that they know 

Ø Endeavour to develop love between themselves and the students 

Ø Provide the students with courage and hope and to bear patience when they struggle 

to understand 

In demonstrating how a teacher should provide his students with courage and hope, the 
Shaykh presents the story of Ḥasan ibn Ziyād al-Lu’lu’ī raḥimahullah (d.204 AH). When Ḥasan 
ibn Ziyād al-Lu’lu’ī raḥimahullah (d.204 AH) would not understand a certain aspect of the 

lesson, his teacher, Imām Abū Yūsuf raḥimahullah (d.182 AH) would say: 

 ؟تأدب ينح كلثم ةعاسّلا تنأ...قفرأ
Take it easy… Are you in the same state that you were when you began? 

Ḥasan ibn Ziyād raḥimahullah (d.204 AH) states: 

 ديرأ ام مّتتسأ لم تنك نإو ءايشأ ىلع اهنم تفقو دق لا لوقأف
I would say, “No, I have learnt some parts from it, though I have not yet achieved what I wanted 
to achieve.” 

To which Imām Abū Yūsuf raḥimahullah (d.182 AH) would say: 

 ديرت ام غلبت نأ وجرأ نيّإف برصا هتياغ غلبي نأ كشوي لاّإ صقني ءيش نم سيلف
There is nothing that moves slowly except that it eventually reaches its objective, have patience, 
for indeed I have hope that you will acquire what you seek. 

2) To motivate the students to memorise that which may benefit them academically 

 
Shaykh presents the famous story of Imām al-Ghazālī raḥimahullah (d.505 AH) whose 
possession were once stolen as he was walking. He immediately began to follow the thief, 
when the thief warned him, Imām al-Ghazālī raḥimahullah (d.505 AH) pleaded, “Please give 
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me back my book that you have taken, I have travelled far and wide to gain the knowledge 
needed to write the book,” the thief replied: 

 
 !ملع لاب تيقبو اهتفرعم نع تدرّجتف كنم اه�ذخأ دقو اهملع تفرع كنّأ يعدّت فيك

How do you claim that you have knowledge of the book, [because] indeed when we took it from 
you, your knowledge of it abandoned you and [now] you remain without knowledge! 

  
Imām al-Ghazālī raḥimahullah (d.505 AH) states that this became the lesson he needed to begin 
memorising books. 

 
3) To embed within them the methodology of learning Islamic knowledge in order of its 

importance 

 
Shaykh mentions that this guidepost entails three important aspects: 

 
Ø Teaching the students beginning with the most important aspects of a subject to the 

lesser important aspects 

Ø To build their abilities and knowledge gradually, year by year 

Ø To teach the basic issues before teaching the more intricate issues 

 
The Shaykh explains that it is not possible for one to reach the roof without a ladder. Thus, a 
student must climb the ladder of Islamic knowledge gradually, avoiding the desire to expedite 
this process.  

 
4) To imbue within them the ability to be eloquent and meticulous in speech 

 
Shaykh gives examples of common mistakes in pronunciation and punctuation that occur in 
general dialogue amongst people. He mentions that a teacher should also ensure that the 
student learns to pronounce common words in the Arabic language. He then draws the 
tutor’s attention to the incident of Imām al-Shāfiʿī raḥimahullah (d.204 AH) which shows the 
attentive nature of Imām al-Shāfiʿī raḥimahullah towards the speech of his student, Imām al-
Muzanī raḥimahullah (d.264 AH). Imām al-Muzanī raḥimahullah (d.264 AH) states: 

 
 ءيشب سيل هثيدح لق نكلو باذّك نلاف لقت لا اهنسحأ كظافلأ سكأ ميهاربإ � لي لاقف باذّك نلاف لوقأ �أو اموي يّعفاشلا نيعسم
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[Imām] al-Shāfiʿī [raḥimahullah] heard me one day utter [the words], “So and so is a liar”, so he 
said to me, “Oh Ibrahim, discipline your words, and refine them, do not say, ‘So and so is a liar’, 
say, ‘His narrations are nothing.’” 

  
5) To motivate them to study the deeper meanings of the linguistics of the Qur’ān and 

ḥadīth in detail 

 
In explaining this, Shaykh gives the example of the ḥadīth of the Prophet ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi 
wasallam wherein he said: 

 
 حتفتسأف ةمايقلا موي ةنّلجا ب> تيآ

I shall come to the door of Jannah on the day of Jannah and ask that it be opened. 

 
Here we notice that the Prophet ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi wasallam used the word تيآ . Shaykh 

explains that a student must ponder as to why the supposedly synonymous word ءاج  has not 

been used. He explains that a deeper study of the two words would lead to the conclusion 
that the word تيآ  involves the meaning of arriving slowly and with care while the word ءاج  
does not deliver this meaning. Hence, the Prophet ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi wasallam shall walk to 
the gates of Jannah on the Day of Judgement slowly and with care. Shaykh mentions that in 
this regard, two books should be particularly encouraged: Mufradāt al-Qur’ān ( نآرقلا تادرفم ) of 

Al-Rāgib al-Aṣfahānī raḥimahullah (d.502 AH) and Al-Nihāyah ( ةياهنلا ) of Ibn Al Athīr 

Raḥimahullah (d.606 AH). 

 
6) To imbue within them the ability to say, “I do not know” 

 
Shaykh quotes the statement of the great tābiʿī, Muḥammad ibn ʿAjlān raḥimahullah (d.148 
AH), who said: 

 
 هلتاقم تبيصأ "يردأ لا" لماعلا أطخأ اذإ

Once a scholar forgets the words ‘I do not know’, his destruction is inevitable. 

 
Shaykh emphasizes the importance of students refraining from engaging in debates over 
matters for which their knowledge is insufficient. However, Shaykh also advises that the 
importance of the words ‘I do not know’ should not be abused such that one uses the 
statement as a means of avoiding study. He states: 
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 لوذرلما فصنّلا هنّإ "ملعلا فصن اّ£أو يردأ لا" نع يّوملحا توق� لوق امّأو

As for the statement of Yāqūt al-Ḥamawī [raḥimahullah] that ‘‘I do not know’ is half of 
knowledge’, indeed, it is the disgraced half. 

 
7) To pay close attention to the students 

 
Shaykh mentions that this close attention should be maintained even once the student has 
developed knowledge that makes him incorrectly assume that he is eligible to independently 
conduct his own lessons. He then presents some interesting stories, starting with a thought-
provoking incident that occurred between Imām Abū Ḥanīfah raḥimahullah (d.150 AH) and 
Imām Abū Yūsuf raḥimahullah (d.182 AH). 

 
8) To develop an ability of academic impartiality within the students 

 
Shaykh mentions that this includes a student inculcating within a student the importance of 
retracting a view or statement when it is sufficiently proven to be incorrect. He mentions an 
incident in which Sayyidunā ʿAlī raḍiyallahu ʿanhu was asked a question to which he replied 
with an answer. The questioner then said: 

 
 اذكو اذك نكلو ،يننمؤلما يرمأ � كلذك سيل

It is not like that Oh Leader of the Believers; rather, it is like this and this. 

 
Upon recognizing that the man’s statement is correct, Sayyidunā ʿAlī raḍiyallahu ʿanhu 
replied: 

 
 ميلع ملع يذ لّك قوفو تأطخأو تبصأ

You have spoken correctly, and I have erred, and above every person of knowledge there is the 
All-Knowing. 

 
9) To command them to follow the view of the majority and to avoid irregular opinions 

 
Shaykh dedicates a few pages to this discussion. With the rise of modernist views in Islām, 
this discussion makes a very interesting read. The most pertinent statement mentioned by 
Shaykh is the statement of Sayyidunā Muʿādh raḍiyallahu ʿanhu who sets the standard for 
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what is to be considered a regular opinion in Sharīʿah and what is to be considered to the 
contrary. Sayyidunā Muʿādh raḍiyallahu ʿanhu said: 

 
 ارون قّلحا ىلع نّإف

Indeed, Ḥaqq (truth) has a light upon it. 

 
This means that Ḥaqq (truth) – in this context; regular opinion in Sharī’ah – is that for which 
one gains genuine satisfaction that it is the correct interpretation of the command of Allah. 
Whereas an irregular opinion has been defined by Sayyidunā Muʿādh raḍiyallahu ʿanhu as one 
which makes one think or utter: 

 
 !؟هذه ام

What is this?! 

 
This means that for an irregular opinion, within the deep crevices of the heart, an individual 
will know that the opinion could never be a correct interpretation of the command of Allah. 
Thus, the irregular opinion irks and bothers him; though outwardly people attempt to 
convince him (or he convinces himself) that it is the correct interpretation of the command 
of Allah. 

 
10) To imbue within them the wisdom required in order to deal with the laity 

 
Shaykh stresses the importance of educating the students to avoid confusing the masses and 
to avoid any attempt to sway them away from their understanding of Sharīʿah – as long as 
their understanding of Sharīʿah has been accommodated by the majority of the scholars of 
the past. When the caliph at the time of Imām Mālik raḥimahullah (d.179 AH) wanted to 
enforce the laws found in Al-Muwaṭṭa’, a ḥadīth collection written by Imām Mālik raḥimahullah 
(d.179 AH), Imām Mālik raḥimahullah (d.179 AH) advised: 

 
 ملعلا نم اهيف ام ىلع ةدلب لّك لهأ رّقأ نكلو ،ارفك كلذ اوأر نوفرعي لا ام لىإ نوفرعي اممّ ملهوّتح تبهذ نإف

Thus, if you attempt to change the people from that which they understand to that which they 
do not understand, they will consider that to be disbelief, rather, maintain each city according 
to their [respective understanding of] Islamic knowledge. 
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11) To emphasise that they focus their attention upon that which falls within the 

boundaries of that which is authentic 

 
Shaykh expands upon this by mentioning that if a scholar mentions fabricated narrations in 
his speeches, and the layman learns that the narrations quoted are fabricated, he will have 
no reliance left upon the scholar. 

 
12) To emphasise that they revert to the original sources in all forms of research 

 
In this context, Shaykh also emphasises the importance of taking great precaution and 
exercising apprehension in rejecting the existence of a narration. He then recollects a few 
incidents in this regard. 

 
13) To prepare a group from amongst them for issuing fatāwā and to train them in this 

field 

 
Shaykh ʿAwwāmah stresses and explains the importance of preparing a group of students for 
the position of issuing fatwā. He praises the institutes of the scholars of the Indian Sub-
Continent scholars who have initiated a specific year for specialising in fatwā after six years 
of study. 

 
14) To emphasise to the students that they recognise the well-being and state of the 

people around them 

 
Shaykh ʿAwwāmah recounts the incident of Imām Muḥammad raḥimahullah (d.189 AH) that 
he would visit the traders of his city to understand the different methods of trade; this would 
then assist him in issuing rulings pertaining to such trades. 

 
15) To imbue within them the ability to critically assess all that they hear or read while 

maintaining etiquette and tact 

 
Shaykh recounts a personal story in which the Shaykh states that during his early days of 
study, he read a story that apparently seemed to besmirch the jurisprudential ability of Imām 
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al-Bukhārī raḥimahullah (d.256 AH), the Shaykh, perturbed by the story reverted to his 
teacher, the illustrious muḥaddith, Shaykh ʿAbdullah Sirāj al-Dīn, who replied: 

 
 أرقت ام لّك قدّصت لا

Do not believe everything that you read. 
 

Guideposts for a teacher of Islamic knowledge in terms of his role as an educator 
(Murabbī) 

The Shaykh has designated five guideposts for a teacher of Islamic knowledge in terms of his role as 

an educator (Murabbī): 

1) To advise and guide them of the essentials of Islamic character step-by-step 

2) To advise them of the etiquettes of knowledge and to encourage them to practice 

what they have learnt 

 
Shaykh ʿAwwāmah emphasises that practising upon what has been learnt involves two 
actions: 
 

Ø Abandoning a life of sin 

Ø Adorning oneself with obedience to Allah the Almighty 

The Shaykh recounts the story of Imām Mālik raḥimahullah (d.179 AH), who told Imām al-

Shāfiʿī raḥimahullah (d.204 AH) when the latter began his study of Al-Muwaṭṭa’: 

 نأشّلا نم نأش كل نوكيس هنّإف يصاعلما بنتجاو الله قتّا دمّمح �
Oh Muhammad, fear Allah, and refrain from sinning, for indeed soon you shall have a status. 

Imām Mālik raḥimahullah (d.179 AH) then said: 

 ةيصعلم> هئفطت لاف ارون كبلق ىلع ىقلأ دق لّجو زّع الله نّإ
Indeed, Allah, the Elevated, the Exalted, has planted light in your heart, so do not extinguish it 
by committing sin. 

 
3) To give them courage in a practical manner, for example, by electing the students to 

lead ṣalāh or to deliver a khuṭbah, etc. 
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The Shaykh records the inspiring story of Imām al-Dāraquṭnī raḥimahullah (d.385 AH) and his 
student ʿAbd al-Ghanī al-Azdī raḥimahullah that has been recorded by Ḥāfiẓ al-Dhahabī 
raḥimahullah (d.748 AH). Ḥāfiẓ al-Dhahabī raḥimahullah (d.748 AH) writes: 

 
 نيلأس هفينصت نم تغرف امّلف هنم ةيرثك ءايشأ هنع تذخأف نيّطقرادلا انيلع مدقف "فلتخلماو فلتؤلما" باتك لمعب تأدتبا
 ءايشأ هيفو اعوممج هيف هتدروأ دقو اقرّفم هتذخأ كنّإف اذكه لقت لا لاق !هرثكأ تذخأ كنع تلقف نيّم هعمسيل هيلع هأرقأ نأ

 هيلع هتأرقف لاق كخويش نم ا¬ذخأ ةيرثك
I began working on the book Al-Mu’talaf wa’l-Mukhtalaf, hence, when Al-Dāraquṭnī came to visit 
us, I took a lot from him, then when I completed writing the book, he (Al-Dāraquṭnī) asked that 
I read the book to him so that he may hear it from me, I said to him, “I have taken the majority 
of it from you!” He (Al-Dāraquṭnī) replied, “Do not say that for indeed you took it from me in 
portions, and indeed, you have amalgamated it in this book, and there are many things in it that 
you have taken from your [other] teachers,” so I read the book to him. 

 
4) To emphasise that they read the biographies of the scholars of the past 

 
Shaykh ʿAwwāmah particularly advises students to study the following two books: 

 
Ø The section on biographies in Al-Risālah al-Qushayriyyah by Abu’l Qāsim al-Qushayrī 

raḥimahullah (d.465 AH) 

Ø Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā by Ḥāfiẓ al-Dhahabī raḥimahullah (d.748 AH) 

 
5) To guide them in giving up their desire for worldly gain and acclaim. This also means 

that a seeker of Islamic knowledge is taught to avoid becoming intimated by a person 

of high worldly status. 

 
The Shaykh presents an abridged version of a story related by Ibn Abī Ḥātim raḥimahullah 
(d.327 AH) with regards to Qabīsah ibn ʿ Uqbah al-Suwa’ī’ raḥimahullah (d.215 AH). Once, a man 
from the family of the Abbasid caliph came to Qabīsah raḥimahullah (d.215 AH) and requested 
that he conduct a special gathering of Ḥadīth for him. Qabīsah raḥimahullah (d.215 AH) 
replied, “Rather, you should join the [usual] gathering with the people”. The man from the 
Abbasid family threatened, “Do you not recognise a right for the Banū Hāshim?” 
Immediately, Qabīsah raḥimahullah (d.215 AH) stood up, went into his house, took out a small 
piece of bread with salt on it, and said: 
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 !كملاك هيلع نوهي اذ® ايندّلا نم يضر نم

Your statement means nothing to a man who is content with only this from the world. 

These are only snippets from the outstanding book that is Maʿālim Irshādiyyah li Ṣināʿati Ṭālib al-ʿIlm. 
It is perhaps important to state that on page 301, the Shaykh writes that any individual who wishes 
to begin the journey of seeking Islamic knowledge should first read Al-Shamā’il al-Muḥammadiyyah to 
imbue within himself the character and morals of the great paragon of Allah, Prophet Muḥammad 

ṣallallāhu ʿalayhi wasallam, who was the deliverer of this immensely sacred Islamic knowledge. 

Some Salient Features of Maʿālim Irshādiyyah li Ṣināʿati Ṭālib al-ʿIlm 

It is evident by looking at the plethora of books that he references, that Shaykh ʿAwwāmah has 

harnessed the sentiments of other books written in this field, including and not limited to: 

1) Kitāb al-ʿIlm ( ملعلا باتك ) nby Zuhayr ibn Ḥarb raḥimahullah (d.243 AH) 

2) Al-ʿĪqd al-Farῑd ( ديرفلا دقعلا ) by Ibn ʿAbd Rabbῑh raḥimahullah (d.328 AH) 

3) Al-Ḥath ʿAlā Ṭalab alʿ‘Ilm wa’l-Ijtihād fī Jamʿihī ( هعجم في داهتجلااو ملعلا بلط ىلع ثلحا ) by Abū Hilāl al-

ʿAskarῑ raḥimahullah (d.395 AH) 

4) Al-Risālah al-Mufaṣsilah li Aḥwāl al-Mutaʿallimῑn ( ينملعتلما لاوحلأ ةلصفلما ةلاسرلا ) by Al-Qabisῑ al-Mālikῑ 

raḥimahullah (d.403 AH) 

5) Adab al-Dῑn wa’l-Dunyā ( ايندلاو نيدلا بدأ ) by Al-Māwardῑ raḥimahullah (d.450 AH) 

6) Adab al-Faqῑh wa’l-Mutafaqqih ( هقفتلماو هيقفلا بدأ ) by Al-Khaṭῑb al-Baghdādῑ raḥimahullah (d.463 AH) 

7) Jāmiʿ Bayān al-ʿIlm wa Faḍlih ( هلضفو ملعلا نايب عماج ) by Ibn ʿAbd al-Barr raḥimahullah (d.463 AH) 

8) Al-Riḥlah fῑ Ṭalab al-Ḥadῑth ( ثيدلحا بلط في ةلحرلا ) by Al-Khaṭῑb al-Baghdādῑ raḥimahullah (d.463 AH) 

9) Sharaf Asḥāb al-Ḥadῑth ( ثيدلحا باحصأ فرش ) by Al-Khaṭῑb al-Baghdādῑ raḥimahullah (d.463 AH) 

10) Iqtiḍā al-ʿIlm al-ʿAmal ( لمعلا ملعلا ءاضتقا ) by Al-Khaṭῑb al-Baghdādῑ raḥimahullah (d.463 AH) 

11) Al-Jāmiʿ li Akhlāq al-Rāwῑ wa Ādāb al-Sāmiʿ ( عماسلا بادآو يوارلا قلاخلأ عمالجا ) by Al-Khaṭῑb al-Baghdādῑ 

raḥimahullah (d.463 AH) 

12) Adab al-Imlā wa’l-Istimlā’ ( ءلامتسلااو ءلاملإا بدأ ) by Al-Samʿānῑ raḥimahullah (d.562 AH) 

13) Ta‘lῑm al-Mutaʿallim fῑ Ṭarīq al-Taʿallum ( ملعتلا قيرط في ملعتلما ميلعت ) by Zarnūjῑ raḥimahullah (d.620 AH) 

14) Muʿjam al-Udabā’ ( ء>دلأا مجعم ) by Yāqūt al-Ḥamawῑ raḥimahullah (626 AH) 

15) Adab al-Muftῑ wa’l-Mustaftῑ ( تيفتسلماو تيفلما بدأ ) by Ibn al-Ṣalāḥ raḥimahullah (d.643 AH) 
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16) The introduction of Al-Majmūʿ Sharḥ al-Muhadhab ( بذهلما حرش عوم}ا ) by Imām al-Nawawῑ 

raḥimahullah (d.656 AH) 

17) Tadhkirah al-Sāmiʿ wa’l-Mutakallim ( ملكتلماو عماسلا ةركذت ) by Badr al-Dῑn Ibn Jamāʿah raḥimahullah 

(d.733 AH) 

18) Miftāḥ Dār al-Saʿādah ( ةداعسلا راد حاتفم ) by Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah raḥimahullah (d.751 AH) 

19) Al-Ādāb al-Sharʿiyyah ( ةيعرشلا بدلآا ) by Ibn Mufliḥ raḥimahullah (d.763 AH) 

20) Sharḥ Ḥadīth Abi’l Dardā’ ( ءداردلا بيأ ثيدح حرش ) by Ibn Rajab al-Ḥanbalī raḥimahullah (d.795 AH) 

21) Jāmiʿ al-ʿUlūm wa’l-Ḥikam ( مكلحاو مولعلا عماج ) by Ibn Rajab al-Ḥanbalῑ raḥimahullah (d.795 AH) 

22) Al-Muwāfaqāt ( تاقفاولما ) by Imām al-Shātibῑ raḥimahullah (d.790 AH) 

23) Ādāb al-Mutaʿallimīn Tijāh al-Muʿallim ( ملعلما هاتج ينملعتلما بادآ ) by Dr. ʿAbd al-Ḥakῑm al-Anῑs 

raḥimahullah 

Along with gathering the sentiments of these books, the Shaykh presents verses of the Qur’ān, 
aḥādīth, and multitudes of anecdotes from the lives of the scholars of the past for each of the points 
that he makes. His main sources for the anecdotes that he has compiled are books that have 

compiled the biographies of the scholars of the past. These sources include: 

1) Ḥilyah al-Awliyā’ ( ءايلولأا ةيلح ) by Abū Nuʿaym al-Aṣfahānῑ raḥimahullah (d.430 AH) 

2) Al-Risālah al-Qushayriyyah ( ةييرشقلا ةلاسرلا ) by Abu’l Qāsim al-Qushayrῑ raḥimahullah (d.465 AH) 

3) Iḥyā ʿUlūm al-Dῑn ( نيدلا مولع ءايحإ ) by Imām al-Ghazālῑ raḥimahullah (505 AH) 

4) Tartῑb al-Madārik by ( كرادلما بيترت ) Qāḍī ʿIyāḍ al-Mālikī raḥimahullah (d.544 AH) 

5) Tahdhῑb al-Kamāl ( لامكلا بيذ³ ) by Al-Mizzῑ raḥimahullah (d.742 AH) 

6) Siyar Aʿlām al-Nubalā’ ( ءلابنلا ملاعأ يرس ) by Ḥāfiẓ al-Dhahabī raḥimahullah (d.748 AH) 

7) Ṭabqāt al-Shāfi’iyyah ( ةيعفاشلا تاقبط ) by Ṭaqī al-Dīn al-Subkī raḥimahullah (d.756 AH) 

8) Al-Durar al-Kāmῑnah ( ةنماكلا رردلا ) by Ḥāfiẓ Ibn Ḥajar al-ʿAsqalānῑ raḥimahullah (d.852 AH) 

Along with this, the Shaykh regularly presents personal experiences and stories of his teachers. 
Throughout the book, he informs the reader and potential seeker of Islamic knowledge of various 
personal advices that are of immense benefit. One of the interesting features of the book is Shaykh 
ʿAwwāmah’s footnotes. Every other page of the book contains a footnote of benefit. At times, Shaykh 
recounts a past experience or incident of his life, while on other occasions, he provides rulings for 
certain aḥādīth quoted in the corpus of the work. At times, there are general points of benefit, for 
example, on page 62, Shaykh ʿAwwāmah presents a poem composed by Imām al-Ḥaramayn al-
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Juwaynῑ raḥimahullah (d.478 AH). In the footnotes, the Shaykh mentions that the poem has also been 
attributed to Imām al-Shāfiʿῑ raḥimahullah. He then issues a beneficial statement that is of 
importance to all students who have an interest in Arabic poetry: 

 امهنع حيحصّلا نم رثكأ امهنع الله يضر يّعفاشّلاو بلاط بيأ نب يّلعل لوحنلما رعشّلاف
There are more poems spuriously attributed to ‘Alῑ ibn Abῑ Ṭālib and [Imām] al-Shāfiʿῑ, May Allah be 
pleased with both of them, than there are poems authentically established from them. 

I humbly urge and emphasise to every scholar, teacher, and student of Islamic knowledge to read 
this book. I pray to Allah the Almighty that He grants the author of this book, Shaykh Muhammad 
ʿAwwāmah, the best of rewards, and may He make us from amongst the true seekers of Islamic 

knowledge, and may He grant us Islamic knowledge that is instrumental to our salvation. 

Ameen 
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