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Shaykh Muhammad ‘Awwamah is one of the leading scholars of hadith today. A meticulous
researcher who has dedicated his entire life to the field of hadith. Works that he has researched
include: (1) Musnad ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (2) Nasb al-Rayah (3) Taqrib al-Tahdhib (4) Musannaf Ibn Abi
Shaybah (5) Sunan Abi Dawid (6) Al-Qawl al-Badi fi’'l-Salati ‘Ala’l Habib al-Shafic (7) Al-Kashif (8) Majalis fi
Tafsir Qawlihi Ta‘la (9) Al-Ansab (from the letter Shin to the end of the letter ‘Ayn) (10) Al-Shama’il al-
Muhammadiyyah.
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His authored works include: (1) Athar al-Hadith al-Sharif (2) Adab al-Ikhtilaf (3) Al-Mukhtar Min Fard'id
al-Nugal (4) Hujjiyah Afial al-Rasal (5) Min Sihah al-Ahadith al-Qudusiyyah (6) Dirasah Hadithiyyah
Mugaranah (7) Ma‘alim Irshadiyyah

Note: references for quotes have been omitted from this article as they may be found in the book.

Shaykh Muhammad ‘Awwamah’s Ma‘lim Irshadiyyah li Sina‘ati Talib al-Tlm (ola)f U dslual 308 ) (las)
is a must for any seeker of Islamic knowledge looking for guidance and inspiration in the long and
arduous journey of seeking Islamic knowledge or any teacher of Islamic knowledge looking for the
tools to inspire his students. It is hoped that by following the advices presented by the author, a
seeker of Islamic knowledge shall attain their objective of acquiring Islamic knowledge coupled with
the inspiration to act upon their knowledge, and a teacher will find the means to assist the students
of Islamic knowledge in acquiring their objective.

A Cursory Study of the Book
The book is divided into four sections:

1) Introduction to Islamic knowledge, virtues of Islamic knowledge, and virtues of the
seekers of Islamic knowledge

2) Guideposts for a students of Islamic knowledge

3) Guideposts for a teacher of Islamic knowledge in terms of his role as a teacher
(Mu‘allim)

4) Guideposts for a teacher of Islamic knowledge in terms of his role as a guardian

(Murabbi)
I shall now present snippets of what is mentioned under each section.

Introduction to Islamic knowledge, virtues of Islamic knowledge, virtues of the

gatherings of Islamic knowledge, and virtues of the scholars of Islamic knowledge

After elucidating upon the meaning and qualities of Islamic knowledge and the importance for a
seeker of knowledge to adopt the methodology of the scholars of the past, the author explains some
of the virtues of Islamic knowledge, the virtues of the gatherings of Islamic knowledge, and the
virtues of the scholars of Islamic knowledge.
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The author explains that it was through the Islamic knowledge given to him by Allah the Almighty

that Sayyiduna Adam ‘alayh al-salam gained the respect of the angels, such that they were
commanded to prostrate before him. He then demonstrates how scholars such as Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr
rahimahullah (d.463 AH) have recorded from the sahabah that seeking Islamic knowledge is
equivalent to striving in the path of Allah. After this, he explains the meaning of the oft quoted
hadtth of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam:
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The seeking of knowledge is an obligation upon every Muslim.

The author then continues to demonstrate the virtues of the gatherings in which Islamic knowledge
is discussed by proving that gatherings in which Islamic knowledge is discussed are more virtuous
than secluding oneself for worship. After this, the author dedicates some eight pages or so towards
the virtues of the scholars of Islamic knowledge. He explains that the effect of the scholars upon this
nation is similar to the effect of the Prophets and Messengers upon their nations; this is because the
scholars are the inheritors of the Prophet. Similarly, the Qur’an has utilised the word “Ulama’ for
the Prophets. Allah the Almighty says:
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Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, as do the angels and the people of Islamic
knowledge (the Prophets), standing with justice.

Based upon this, Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali rahimahullah (d.795 AH) writes:
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And this is a sufficient honour for the scholars of Islamic knowledge that they have been given a name
that they share with the Prophets.

The Shaykh then mentions the importance of acting upon the knowledge that one has gained. He
concludes with a discussion pertaining to the effect that Islamic knowledge has upon the scholars
themselves.

Guideposts for a student of Islamic knowledge

In his introduction to the various guideposts that have been stationed for a student of knowledge,
Shaykh ‘Awwamah presents myriad quotes from the pious predecessors. Through quotes from
luminaries the likes of Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan rahimahullah (d.189 AH) and Imam al-Shafi‘t
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rahimahullah (d.204 AH), Shaykh ‘Awwamah demonstrates the differing views of the scholars with
regards to the innate traits that are to be found in a student of knowledge. For example, the

statement of Imam al-Mawardi rahimahullah (d.450 AH) is presented, who said:

fren byt e — Bgall e 4 Ay 35T o 40 e L o — (BB IS e ey I Lo s S &) by 2
The conditions through which the knowledge of a seeker becomes complete and through which a seeker
may attain distinction - along with considering divine inspiration and the assistance gained through it

- are nine...

The Shaykh then presents the nine conditions mentioned by Imam al-Mawardt rahimahullah (d.450
AH):

Soundness of mind

Mental perception

Intelligence

A desire for knowledge

Sufficing upon wealth that allows one to continue his search for knowledge
To be free from other actions

To be free from worries and concerns

A long life
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A teacher willing to teach

Shaykh ‘Awwamah also presents the statements of Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan rahimahullah
(d.189 AH) and Imam al-Shafi‘T rahimahullah (d.204 AH), both of whom, interestingly, stressed the
importance of intellect and understanding within a student of knowledge. A pertinent incident
involving Ibn Shubrumah rahimahullah (d.144 AH) is also presented. When a man asked him a
question, he gave the answer, however, the man did not understand, Ibn Shubrumah rahimahullah
(d.144 AH) repeated the answer, again, the man did not understand, Ibn Shubrumah rahimahullah
(d.144 AH) then said:
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If you have not understood it because you have not understood it, then you shall understand it when it
is repeated, and if you have not understood because you do not have an understanding, then this is an
illness for which there is no cure.
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A study of the book reveals that Shaykh has designated fifteen guideposts that a seeker of Islamic

knowledge should follow in order to attain his objective:

1) To have sincerity in intention
2) To recognise the lofty status of a seeker of Islamic knowledge

3) To have intellect

The Shaykh explains that there are two types of intellect:

» Natural: this is the intellect embedded within an individual

» Acquired: this is the intellect acquired after years of life experience

The Shaykh explains that one who is blessed with both types of intellect is capable of great
wonders. While the Shaykh explains that a teacher should value a student who has natural
intellect, he also explains that a teacher should bear patience with a student who does not
have a high natural intellect. Indeed, such students may develop an acquired intellect and
may even surpass those who have a natural intellect. He then presents a thought-provoking
story as testimony for this; in his biography upon Al-Rabt* ibn Sulayman rahimahullah (d.256
AH), Taqt al-Din al-Subki rahimahullah (d.756 AH) quotes Al-Qaffal rahimahullah who said in

his fatawa:
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Al-RabT® was a slow-paced learner, so [Imam] al-Shafi‘i would repeat a single mas’alah to him
fourty times, but he would still not understand it, he (Al-Rabi) would then stand and leave the
gathering out of embarrassment, [Imam] al-Shafi‘i would then call him (Al-Rabi¢) privately and
would continue repeating the mas’alah to him until he would understand it!

Shaykh ‘Awwamah comments upon this story:

U BT oy b1 Mia J5 ol LBy i Somn oom por adbally a5l 53 3y A1y oo 3 geiled) (L1 o 1 o
SELY Ll Azabl o G ) ) b L & Sy Ol ot g o o T ol 50 L QG 12 T e 0 06

ey 3l g5 3505 piledf oYl SCls
May Allah be pleased with Imam al-Shafit for his patience, forbearance, attitude, conduct and
affection with someone for whom he hoped goodness, and it is mentioned [in Tabgat al-
Shafi‘iyyah al-Kubra of Taj al-Din al-Subki in the biography of Al-Rabi‘ ibn Sulayman two lines
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before the above-mentioned] that [Imam] al-Shafi‘i said to him, “I have so much love for you!”

and he (Imam al-Shafi‘) said, “Nobody has provided me with a service like the service provided
to me by Al-Rabi ibn Sulayman,” and he once said to him, “Oh Rabi’, if it were possible for me
to feed you Islamic knowledge, 1 would feed it to you.” Hence, every teacher and guide should

make Imam al-Shafi‘i their example.

4) To valorise time and to have a zeal for attaining Islamic knowledge

The Shaykh quotes the statement of the great Imam, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi rahimahullah (d.606
AH), who said:
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I swear by Allah, I regret the opportunity I have lost of engrossing in Islamic knowledge due to
the need to eat food, for indeed, time and age are precious.

From amongst the incidents presented as an example of the zeal for acquiring Islamic
knowledge, perhaps the most pertinent incident is the incident of Ibn Abt Hatim al-Razt
rahimahullah (d.327 AH). Ibn Abi Hatim rahimahullah (d.327 AH) writes in Al-Jarh wa’l-Ta‘dil, in
the biography of ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Abd al-Ghafir al-Azdi rahimahullah:
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I asked my father while he was in the pangs of death regarding ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Abd al-Ghafir that
did he gain the companionship [of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam]? He replied, “No,”

in a low tone.

5) To have courage in acquiring Islamic knowledge

Shaykh highlights the importance of developing courage in preparation for the hardships
that one shall face in acquiring this Islamic knowledge. He dedicates an entire sub-section
highlighting the oft-quoted phrase:
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Islamic knowledge cannot be sought with bodily comfort.
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Imam Muslim has narrated this phrase from Imam Yahya ibn Abi Kathir rahimahullah (d.132
AH) in his Sahih Muslim, though the narration itself is not hadith of the Prophet sallallahu
‘alayhi wasallam and the narration does not fall within the conditions of his book.

To free oneself from all distractions

Shaykh ‘Awwamah quotes the amazing statement of Imam AbG Ahmad Nasr ibn Ahmad
rahimahullah, who said:
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This Islamic knowledge cannot be attained except by one who abandons his shop, destroys his
garden, leaves his friends, and his closest relative (e.g. parents or children) pass away and he is
unable to attend their funeral (due to being engrossed in studies).

To develop a correct companionship

In demonstrating the importance of choosing a correct companion, Shaykh ‘Awwamah
mentions that a human being is easily influenced by other human beings. The proof of this,
he writes, is the hadith of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam wherein the Prophet
sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam said:
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Arrogance and haughtiness is in the owners of horses and camels, who are rude and uncivil, and
tranquillity is found with the owners of goats.

The hadith shows that the nature of a human being is even influenced by animals;
accordingly, the influence of other fellow human beings would be greater.

To attain knowledge from recognised teachers i.e. Mashayikh

Shaykh ‘Awwamah mentions that the scholars of the past did not pay attention to an
individual who had not studied under a teacher, nor did they consider such a person to have
a value, and nor did they allow him to have a say in matters of religion. Shaykh then presents
the narration of Imam al-Bayhaqi rahimahullah (d.458 AH) who narrates in his Al-Madkhal that
Imam al-Awza‘i rahimahullah (d.159 AH) said:
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This Islamic knowledge remained venerable, and the men (scholars) continued to benefit from

until it was printed onto the papers, and so then it was carried by those who were not worthy
of it who also delved into it.

In this chapter, the Shaykh also critiques the methodology of the universities that produce
individuals who are half-knowledgeable. He quotes Hafiz Ibn Taymiyyah rahimahullah (d.728
AH) who said:
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That which corrupts the world the most is a half-theologian and a half-scholar.

The Shaykh then explains why a person who is half-knowledgeable - due to having not
attained the knowledge from recognised teachers - is of great harm to human beings. He
writes:
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This is because a scholar of Islamic knowledge speaks with [the] Islamic knowledge [that he
possesses] and a layman remains silent as he knows that he is a layman, as for a half-scholar, he
speaks thinking that he possesses Islamic knowledge though he is a layman, hence he becomes
misguided and misguides others.

In this section, Shaykh ‘Awwamah also touches upon a critically important point, the
negative effects of certain Islamic computer programmes. Shaykh explains that beneficial
knowledge with which one experiences prosperity (Barakah) and light (Nir) in his knowledge
can only be attained through the companionship of a qualified teacher. Thus, one cannot
become a specialist in hadith until he has specialised in the study of hadith under a qualified
teacher.

In addition to what has been mentioned by Shaykh, it is important to add that while
computer programmes such as Maktabah al-Shamilah have a plethora of positives, when used
correctly, they undoubtedly have their negatives. With such computer programmes, one
could bypass the conventional and traditional methods of research (which involve effort,
time, and dedication), resulting in a plethora of mistakes in one’s work that only the learned
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scholars will recognise. Indeed, the learned scholars are able to easily discern between
genuine research (which involves the researcher genuinely studying the books that he is
quoting) and counterfeit research that has been compiled by typing in keywords onto a
computer programme.

While the scholars of the past would read through an entire book in order to understand the
sentiments of a book, today, an ‘Alim (scholar) - and at times even a layman - simply types
in key words into a computer programme and begins to give an impression to the general
laymen that his knowledge is incredibly vast. This is not to mention the numerous
individuals who get the false impression that with computer programmes such as Maktabah
al-Shamilah, we have more knowledge than the scholars of the past (for a rebuttal of this false
impression, see Shaykh’s Athar al-Hadith al-Sharif, pg.197 onwards). Besides using computer
programmes in this incorrect manner, there are of course many benefits to the computer

programmes.

9) To choose the correct teacher

Shaykh emphasises the importance of choosing the right teacher. He presents the statement
of Ibrahim al-Nakha‘i rahimahullah (d.96 AH) who said:
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When they (the scholars) would come to a man to take from him [Islamic knowledge], they
would look at his physical appearance, his salah, and his state, then they would take from him.,

10) To accompany the teacher for a long period of time

Shaykh laments that in this day and age, the tradition of spending decades in the company
of one’s teacher has all but vanished. He mentions that Imam Ibn Hibban rahimahullah (d.354
AH) has recorded in his Al-Thigat (<a!) that Nu‘aym ibn ‘Abdillah al-Mujmir rahimahullah (d.
ca 120 AH) spent 20 years in the company of Sayyiduna Abt Hurayrah radiyallahu ‘anhu. Hafiz
al-Dhahabi rahimahullah (d.748 AH) records that Thabit al-Bunani rahimahullah (d.123 AH)
spent 40 years in the company of Sayyiduna Anas ibn Malik radiyallahu ‘anhu (d.93 AH).
Similarly, Nafi¢ ibn ‘Abdullah rahimahullah spent 35 to 40 years in the company of Imam Malik
rahimahullah (d.179 AH).
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11) To adorn oneself with the regalia of respect

Shaykh ‘Awwamah writes that respect towards elders is an innate quality found within
animals too. As proof, he presents the verse of the Qur'an:
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Until, when they came upon the valley of the ants, an ant said, ‘Oh ants enter your
dwellings that you are not crushed by Solomon and his soldiers while they are unaware’.

The words ‘while they are unaware’ indicates the respect that the ant had towards the army
of Sayyiduna Sulayman ‘alayh al-salam; the ant excused the army of Sayyiduna Sulayman
‘alayh al-salam from any blame. If this is the respect an ant had for the companions of
Sayyiduna Sulayman ‘alayh al-salam, one can imagine the respect that we, as seekers of
Islamic knowledge, need to have for the companions of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi
wasallam and the scholars of the past.

12) To bear patience over the hardships in attaining Islamic knowledge and to avoid

truanting

Shaykh quotes Abu Hilal al-‘Askari rahimahullah (d.395 AH) who relates that Imam Al Karkhi
rahimahullah (d.340 AH) used to come to the lessons of his teacher, Abti Khazim ‘Abd al-Hamid
ibn ‘Abd al-‘Aziz rahimahullah (d.292 AH), every day. In fact, Imam al-Karkhi rahimahullah
(d.340 AH) would even attend the venue of the lessons on Friday, a day on which there would
be no lesson, he would say:
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[ used to attend the gathering of Abli Khazim on Friday mornings without there being a lesson,
so that T do not lose the habit of attending [the lessons]

13) To go through the subject of the lesson before the lesson and to revise the subject

after the lesson

The Shaykh presents the statement of Qadi ‘Iyad rahimahullah (d.544 AH), who wrote in the
biography of his teacher, Ghalib ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Atiyyah al-Gharnati rahimahullah
(d.518 AH):
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That he repeated the recitation of Sahih al-Bukhdri seven-hundred times, and indeed he lived for
seventy-seven years, thus he recited the Sahih approximately once every month for sixty years.

14) To discuss issues of Islamic knowledge with one another (Mudhakarah)

The Shaykh mentions that the most important benefit of this is that it strengthens one’s
memory of the knowledge that one possesses and allows one to increase this knowledge by
learning from others. The Shaykh presents an incident mentioned by Ya‘qib ibn Sufyan
rahimahullah (d.277AH) in Al-Ma‘rifah wa'l-Tarikh who narrates from Fudayl ibn Ghazwan
rahimahullah (d. ca 141 -149 AH) that he said:
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Ibn Shubrumah, Al-Mughirah ibn Migsam al-Dabbi, Al-Harith al-Ukli, Al-Qa‘qa‘ ibn Yazid, and
others would discuss issues of figh at night. At times, they would not even get up when the adhan
of fajr would be called out (due to the intensity of their discussion).

15) To have the capability to ask the right questions, i.e. to be meticulously inquisitive

while maintaining respect and maturity

The Shaykh presents the statement of Al-Zarndiji rahimahullah (d.620 AH) who said:
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Indeed, a seeker of Islamic knowledge is labelled [with the title] ‘what do you say regarding...’
due to the abundance of them in the earlier times saying, ‘What do you say regarding this issue?’

Guideposts for a teachers of Islamic knowledge in terms of their role as a teacher

A study of the book reveals that the Shaykh has designated fifteen guideposts for teachers of Islamic
knowledge to attain their objective:

1) To fulfil the following:
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Sincerity in intention
Practice what they preach
Recognise that they are a deputy of Allah the Almighty

YV V V V

Recognise that they are leaders for their students, this means that their actions serve

as validation and invalidation for them

Y

Endeavour to teach all that they know
» Endeavour to develop love between themselves and the students
» Provide the students with courage and hope and to bear patience when they struggle

to understand

In demonstrating how a teacher should provide his students with courage and hope, the
Shaykh presents the story of Hasan ibn Ziyad al-Lu’lu’t rahimahullah (d.204 AH). When Hasan
ibn ziyad al-Lu’lu’t rahimahullah (d.204 AH) would not understand a certain aspect of the
lesson, his teacher, Imam Aba Yasuf rahimahullah (d.182 AH) would say:
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Take it easy... Are you in the same state that you were when you began?
Hasan ibn Ziyad rahimahullah (d.204 AH) states:
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I would say, “No, I have learnt some parts from it, though I have not yet achieved what I wanted
to achieve.”

To which Imam Abu Yasuf rahimahullah (d.182 AH) would say:
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There is nothing that moves slowly except that it eventually reaches its objective, have patience,
for indeed I have hope that you will acquire what you seek.

2) To motivate the students to memorise that which may benefit them academically

Shaykh presents the famous story of Imam al-Ghazali rahimahullah (d.505 AH) whose
possession were once stolen as he was walking. He immediately began to follow the thief,
when the thief warned him, Imam al-Ghazali rahimahullah (d.505 AH) pleaded, “Please give
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me back my book that you have taken, I have travelled far and wide to gain the knowledge
needed to write the book,” the thief replied:
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How do you claim that you have knowledge of the book, [because] indeed when we took it from
you, your knowledge of it abandoned you and [now] you remain without knowledge!

Imam al-Ghazali rahimahullah (d.505 AH) states that this became the lesson he needed to begin
memorising books.

3) To embed within them the methodology of learning Islamic knowledge in order of its

importance

Shaykh mentions that this guidepost entails three important aspects:

» Teaching the students beginning with the most important aspects of a subject to the
lesser important aspects
» To build their abilities and knowledge gradually, year by year

» To teach the basic issues before teaching the more intricate issues

The Shaykh explains that it is not possible for one to reach the roof without a ladder. Thus, a
student must climb the ladder of Islamic knowledge gradually, avoiding the desire to expedite
this process.

4) To imbue within them the ability to be eloquent and meticulous in speech

Shaykh gives examples of common mistakes in pronunciation and punctuation that occur in
general dialogue amongst people. He mentions that a teacher should also ensure that the
student learns to pronounce common words in the Arabic language. He then draws the
tutor’s attention to the incident of Imam al-Shafi‘i rahimahullah (d.204 AH) which shows the
attentive nature of Imam al-Shafii rahimahullah towards the speech of his student, Imam al-
Muzani rahimahullah (d.264 AH). Imam al-Muzani rahimahullah (d.264 AH) states:
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[Imam] al-Shafi‘i [rahimahullah] heard me one day utter [the words], “So and so is a liar”, so he
said to me, “Oh Ibrahim, discipline your words, and refine them, do not say, ‘So and so is a liar’,
say, ‘His narrations are nothing,”

5) To motivate them to study the deeper meanings of the linguistics of the Qur’an and

hadith in detail

In explaining this, Shaykh gives the example of the hadith of the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi
wasallam wherein he said:
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I shall come to the door of Jannah on the day of Jannah and ask that it be opened.

Here we notice that the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam used the word g7. Shaykh
explains that a student must ponder as to why the supposedly synonymous word s> has not
been used. He explains that a deeper study of the two words would lead to the conclusion
that the word 3T involves the meaning of arriving slowly and with care while the word s\
does not deliver this meaning. Hence, the Prophet sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam shall walk to
the gates of Jannah on the Day of Judgement slowly and with care. Shaykh mentions that in
this regard, two books should be particularly encouraged: Mufradat al-Qur'an (o7 «is,is) of
Al-Ragib al-Asfahani rahimahullah (d.502 AH) and Al-Nihdayah (x\) of Ibn Al Athir
Rahimahullah (d.606 AH).

6) To imbue within them the ability to say, “I do not know”

Shaykh quotes the statement of the great tabi‘i, Muhammad ibn ‘Ajlan rahimahullah (d.148
AH), who said:

ilin ol "ggyal ¥ JLf Uasf 13

Once a scholar forgets the words ‘I do not know’, his destruction is inevitable.

Shaykh emphasizes the importance of students refraining from engaging in debates over
matters for which their knowledge is insufficient. However, Shaykh also advises that the
importance of the words ‘I do not know’ should not be abused such that one uses the
statement as a means of avoiding study. He states:
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As for the statement of Yaqut al-Hamawi [rahimahullah] that “I do not know’ is half of

knowledge’, indeed, it is the disgraced half.

To pay close attention to the students

Shaykh mentions that this close attention should be maintained even once the student has
developed knowledge that makes him incorrectly assume that he is eligible to independently
conduct his own lessons. He then presents some interesting stories, starting with a thought-
provoking incident that occurred between Imam Aba Hanifah rahimahullah (d.150 AH) and
Imam Abu Yasuf rahimahullah (d.182 AH).

To develop an ability of academic impartiality within the students

Shaykh mentions that this includes a student inculcating within a student the importance of
retracting a view or statement when it is sufficiently proven to be incorrect. He mentions an
incident in which Sayyiduna “Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu was asked a question to which he replied
with an answer. The questioner then said:

1083 1487 Sy gl ol L SIS
It is not like that Oh Leader of the Believers; rather, it is like this and this.

Upon recognizing that the man’s statement is correct, Sayyiduna ‘Ali radiyallahu ‘anhu
replied:

pee ‘..Lp &3 S gy ollasfy conl
You have spoken correctly, and I have erred, and above every person of knowledge there is the
All-Knowing,

To command them to follow the view of the majority and to avoid irregular opinions

Shaykh dedicates a few pages to this discussion. With the rise of modernist views in Islam,
this discussion makes a very interesting read. The most pertinent statement mentioned by
Shaykh is the statement of Sayyiduna Mu‘adh radiyallahu ‘anhu who sets the standard for
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10)

what is to be considered a regular opinion in Shari‘ah and what is to be considered to the

contrary. Sayyiduna Mu‘adh radiyallahu ‘anhu said:

Ly 3 e OB
Indeed, Haqq (truth) has a light upon it.

This means that Haqq (truth) - in this context; regular opinion in Shari’ah - is that for which
one gains genuine satisfaction that it is the correct interpretation of the command of Allah.
Whereas an irregular opinion has been defined by Sayyiduna Mu‘adh radiyallahu ‘anhu as one
which makes one think or utter:

[€oda Lo
What is this?!

This means that for an irregular opinion, within the deep crevices of the heart, an individual
will know that the opinion could never be a correct interpretation of the command of Allah.
Thus, the irregular opinion irks and bothers him; though outwardly people attempt to
convince him (or he convinces himself) that it is the correct interpretation of the command
of Allah.

To imbue within them the wisdom required in order to deal with the laity

Shaykh stresses the importance of educating the students to avoid confusing the masses and
to avoid any attempt to sway them away from their understanding of Shari‘ah - as long as
their understanding of Shari‘ah has been accommodated by the majority of the scholars of
the past. When the caliph at the time of Imam Malik rahimahullah (d.179 AH) wanted to
enforce the laws found in Al-Muwatta’, a hadith collection written by Imam Malik rahimahullah
(d.179 AH), Imam Malik rahimahullah (d.179 AH) advised:

ol oo e sl 3 S ol 51 Sy i s bl Ogime Y e ] g b3 camd O
Thus, if you attempt to change the people from that which they understand to that which they
do not understand, they will consider that to be disbelief, rather, maintain each city according
to their [respective understanding of] Islamic knowledge.
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11) To emphasise that they focus their attention upon that which falls within the

boundaries of that which is authentic

Shaykh expands upon this by mentioning that if a scholar mentions fabricated narrations in
his speeches, and the layman learns that the narrations quoted are fabricated, he will have
no reliance left upon the scholar.

12) To emphasise that they revert to the original sources in all forms of research

In this context, Shaykh also emphasises the importance of taking great precaution and
exercising apprehension in rejecting the existence of a narration. He then recollects a few
incidents in this regard.

13) To prepare a group from amongst them for issuing fatawa and to train them in this

field

Shaykh ‘Awwamah stresses and explains the importance of preparing a group of students for
the position of issuing fatwa. He praises the institutes of the scholars of the Indian Sub-
Continent scholars who have initiated a specific year for specialising in fatwa after six years
of study.

14) To emphasise to the students that they recognise the well-being and state of the

people around them

Shaykh ‘Awwamah recounts the incident of Imam Muhammad rahimahullah (d.189 AH) that
he would visit the traders of his city to understand the different methods of trade; this would
then assist him in issuing rulings pertaining to such trades.

15) To imbue within them the ability to critically assess all that they hear or read while

maintaining etiquette and tact

Shaykh recounts a personal story in which the Shaykh states that during his early days of
study, he read a story that apparently seemed to besmirch the jurisprudential ability of Imam
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Islamic K

al-Bukhari rahimahullah (d.256 AH), the Shaykh, perturbed by the story reverted to his
teacher, the illustrious muhaddith, Shaykh ‘Abdullah Sir3j al-Din, who replied:

& L g dlas ¥

Do not believe everything that you read.

Guideposts for a teacher of Islamic knowledge in terms of his role as an educator
(Murabbi)

The Shaykh has designated five guideposts for a teacher of Islamic knowledge in terms of his role as
an educator (Murabbi):

1) To advise and guide them of the essentials of Islamic character step-by-step
2) To advise them of the etiquettes of knowledge and to encourage them to practice

what they have learnt

Shaykh ‘Awwamah emphasises that practising upon what has been learnt involves two
actions:

» Abandoning a life of sin
» Adorning oneself with obedience to Allah the Almighty

The Shaykh recounts the story of Imam Malik rahimahullah (d.179 AH), who told Imam al-
Shafii rahimahullah (d.204 AH) when the latter began his study of Al-Muwatta’:

Ol oo 0la S 08 B olalf Caianly 1 35 22

Oh Muhammad, fear Allah, and refrain from sinning, for indeed soon you shall have a status.
Imam Malik rahimahullah (d.179 AH) then said:

Rpaanlly aziles Y )y L5 Lo & 6 oy 3o &) O
Indeed, Allah, the Elevated, the Exalted, has planted light in your heart, so do not extinguish it
by committing sin.

3) To give them courage in a practical manner, for example, by electing the students to

lead salah or to deliver a khutbah, etc.
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The Shaykh records the inspiring story of Imam al-Daraqutni rahimahullah (d.385 AH) and his
student ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Azdi rahimahullah that has been recorded by Hafiz al-Dhahabi
rahimahullah (d.748 AH). Hafiz al-Dhahabi rahimahullah (d.748 AH) writes:

Sl dinar o0 cbp L ain 557 L8] aie 0ds B palas f Lide puas "Calisilly Galisll" QU7 famy luz
sl 4y Logas 4 4250 L3y Grie wisf el 1S J&5 Y JU 1opST widsf tlis i 3o dnandd 4ale of 31 O

e 6lis JU Ssgpd pa BdsT 5287
I began working on the book Al-Mu'talaf wa’l-Mukhtalaf, hence, when Al-Daraqutni came to visit
us, I took a lot from him, then when I completed writing the book, he (Al-Daraqutni) asked that
I read the book to him so that he may hear it from me, I said to him, “I have taken the majority
of it from you!” He (Al-Daraqutni) replied, “Do not say that for indeed you took it from me in

portions, and indeed, you have amalgamated it in this book, and there are many things in it that
you have taken from your [other] teachers,” so I read the book to him.

4) To emphasise that they read the biographies of the scholars of the past

Shaykh ‘Awwamah particularly advises students to study the following two books:

» The section on biographies in Al-Risalah al-Qushayriyyah by Abu’l Qasim al-Qushayri
rahimahullah (d.465 AH)
»  Siyar Alam al-Nubala by Hafiz al-Dhahabi rahimahullah (d.748 AH)

5) To guide them in giving up their desire for worldly gain and acclaim. This also means
that a seeker of Islamic knowledge is taught to avoid becoming intimated by a person

of high worldly status.

The Shaykh presents an abridged version of a story related by Ibn Abi Hatim rahimahullah
(d.327 AH) with regards to Qabisah ibn ‘Ugbah al-Suwa’i’ rahimahullah (d.215 AH). Once, a man
from the family of the Abbasid caliph came to Qabisah rahimahullah (d.215 AH) and requested
that he conduct a special gathering of Hadith for him. Qabisah rahimahullah (d.215 AH)
replied, “Rather, you should join the [usual] gathering with the people”. The man from the
Abbasid family threatened, “Do you not recognise a right for the Banii Hashim?”
Immediately, Qabisah rahimahullah (d.215 AH) stood up, went into his house, took out a small
piece of bread with salt on it, and said:
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Your statement means nothing to a man who is content with only this from the world.

These are only snippets from the outstanding book that is Ma‘alim Irshadiyyah li Sina‘ati Talib al-‘IIm.
It is perhaps important to state that on page 301, the Shaykh writes that any individual who wishes
to begin the journey of seeking Islamic knowledge should first read Al-Shamd'il al-Muhammadiyyah to
imbue within himself the character and morals of the great paragon of Allah, Prophet Muhammad
sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam, who was the deliverer of this immensely sacred Islamic knowledge.

Some Salient Features of Ma‘alim Irshadiyyah li Sina‘ati Talib al-Ilm

It is evident by looking at the plethora of books that he references, that Shaykh ‘Awwamah has
harnessed the sentiments of other books written in this field, including and not limited to:

1)  Kitab al-Tlm (Wt o) nby Zuhayr ibn Harb rahimahullah (d.243 AH)

2)  Al-‘Iqd al-Farid (43, <aaf) by Ibn ‘Abd Rabbih rahimahullah (d.328 AH)

3) Al-Hath ‘Al Talab al“llm wa'l-litihdd fi Jamhi (sea @ sy ool (b Lo e) by Abil Hilal al-
‘AskarT rahimahullah (d.395 AH)

4)  Al-Risalah al-Mufassilah li Ahwal al-Muta‘allimin (csalas) =Y dail) L)1) by Al-Qabist al-Malikt
rahimahullah (d.403 AH)

5)  Adab al-Din wa'l-Dunya (wly cxd) ) by Al-Mawardi rahimahullah (d.450 AH)

6)  Adab al-Fagih wa'l-Mutafaqqih (aaily 44l 5f) by Al-Khattb al-Baghdadi rahimahullah (d.463 AH)

7)  Jami‘ Bayan al-1lm wa Fadlih (diasy ool 0l aeto-) by Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr rahimahullah (d.463 AH)

8)  Al-Rihlah fi Talab al-Hadith (& b 3 1)) by Al-Khattb al-Baghdadi rahimahullah (d.463 AH)

9)  Sharaf Ashab al-Hadith (¢uad) el 03,48) by Al-Khattb al-Baghdadi rahimahullah (d.463 AH)

10) Iqtida al-Tlm al-‘Amal (Jes)i ool slias) by Al-Khattb al-Baghdadi rahimahullah (d.463 AH)

11) Al-Jamili Akhlaq al-Rawt wa Adab al-Sami‘ (eatudf 5Ty (g5l 339 pald) by Al-Khatihb al-Baghdadt
rahimahullah (d.463 AH)

12) Adab al-Imla wa'l-Istimla’ sz 5y sf) by Al-Sam‘ant rahimahullah (d.562 AH)

13) Ta'lim al-Muta‘allim fi Tariq al-Ta‘allum (Ja3) b @ ¢ad) woles) by Zarniji rahimahullah (d.620 AH)

14) MuSam al-Udaba’ (s459f e=es) by Yaqut al-Hamawt rahimahullah (626 AH)

15) Adab al-Muftt wa'l-Mustafti (gidly sl ©5f) by Ibn al-Salah rahimahullah (d.643 AH)
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16) The introduction of Al-Majmu‘ Sharh al-Muhadhab (&4 £+ gss) by Imam al-Nawawl

rahimahullah (d.656 AH)

17) Tadhkirah al-Sami¢ wa’l-Mutakallim (JS41y sl 35%) by Badr al-Din Ibn Jama‘ah rahimahullah
(d.733 AH)

18) Miftah Dar al-Sa‘adah (sstewd) Jis £1zis) by Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah rahimahullah (d.751 AH)

19) Al-Adab al-Shariyyah (a2 «5¥1) by Ibn Muflih rahimahullah (d.763 AH)

20) Sharh Hadith Abi’l Darda’ (ssh4f f evs #,) by Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali rahimahullah (d.795 AH)

21) Jami® al-‘Ulam wa’l-Hikam (s psbalf ael-) by Ibn Rajab al-Hanbalt rahimahullah (d.795 AH)

22) Al-Muwafagat (e\si,d) by Imam al-Shatibt rahimahullah (d.790 AH)

23) Adab al-Muta‘allimin Tijah al-Mu‘allim (Ja ol& caaledi o15) by Dr. ‘Abd al-Hakim al-Anis

rahimahullah

Along with gathering the sentiments of these books, the Shaykh presents verses of the Qur’an,
ahadith, and multitudes of anecdotes from the lives of the scholars of the past for each of the points
that he makes. His main sources for the anecdotes that he has compiled are books that have
compiled the biographies of the scholars of the past. These sources include:

1) Hilyah al-Awliya@’ (s\s3) 2d>) by AbQi Nu‘aym al-Asfahant rahimahullah (d.430 AH)

2) Al-Risalah al-Qushayriyyah (as2d 1l M) by Abu’l Qasim al-Qushayri rahimahullah (d.465 AH)
3) Ihya ‘Uliim al-Din (e pske s\~)) by Imam al-Ghazali rahimahullah (505 AH)

4) Tartib al-Madarik by (4,44 <.s5) Qadi ‘lyad al-Maliki rahimahullah (d.544 AH)

5) Tahdhib al-Kamal (Ju) zi£) by Al-Mizzi rahimahullah (d.742 AH)

6) Siyar Alam al-Nubala’ («3 ¢l ») by Hafiz al-Dhahabi rahimahullah (d.748 AH)

7) Tabqat al-Shafi'iyyah (amted! w\ab) by Taqi al-Din al-Subki rahimahullah (d.756 AH)

8) Al-Durar al-Kaminah (a.Jf ,,41) by Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalant rahimahullah (d.852 AH)

Along with this, the Shaykh regularly presents personal experiences and stories of his teachers.
Throughout the book, he informs the reader and potential seeker of Islamic knowledge of various
personal advices that are of immense benefit. One of the interesting features of the book is Shaykh
‘Awwamah’s footnotes. Every other page of the book contains a footnote of benefit. At times, Shaykh
recounts a past experience or incident of his life, while on other occasions, he provides rulings for
certain ahadith quoted in the corpus of the work. At times, there are general points of benefit, for

example, on page 62, Shaykh ‘Awwamah presents a poem composed by Imam al-Haramayn al-
p pag y p p p y y
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Juwaynt rahimahullah (d.478 AH). In the footnotes, the Shaykh mentions that the poem has also been

attributed to Imam al-ShafiT rahimahullah. He then issues a beneficial statement that is of
importance to all students who have an interest in Arabic poetry:

There are more poems spuriously attributed to ‘Alt ibn Abt Talib and [Imam] al-Shafit, May Allah be
pleased with both of them, than there are poems authentically established from them.

I humbly urge and emphasise to every scholar, teacher, and student of Islamic knowledge to read
this book. I pray to Allah the Almighty that He grants the author of this book, Shaykh Muhammad
‘Awwamabh, the best of rewards, and may He make us from amongst the true seekers of Islamic

knowledge, and may He grant us Islamic knowledge that is instrumental to our salvation.

Ameen
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