Title: Black Hair Dye

Question:

What is the ruling on black hair dye?

Answer:

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

As-salamu ‘alaykum wa-rahmatullahi wa-barakatuh.

The ruling on black dye can be categorised into three cases: when it is entirely
permissible, when it is impermissible, and situations where there is a difference of
opinion.’

A) Situations Where It Is Completely Permissible

¢ Jihad: Using black dye during war to appear stronger and instil fear in the enemy
is considered permissible. Reports mention that Uthman radiyallahu ‘anhu, Hasan
radiyallahu ‘anhu, and Husayn radiyallahu ‘anhu dyed their beards black to instil
fear.?

e When the Dye Is Not Pure Black: It is permissible to use dyes that are not
completely black, such as dark brown or shades resembling black. Reports from
the sahabah indicate that they used mixed dyes, often blending henna with other
substances.®

Note: The closer the dye is to pure black, the stronger the possibility of slight
dislike (karahah tanzihiyyah). Conversely, the further the shade is from black, the
lesser the slight dislike (karahah tanzihiyyah) and the more permissible it
becomes.

B) Situations Where It Is Impermissible
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e Deception: The use of black hair dye is prohibited when it involves deception,
such as dyeing one’s hair black to appear younger or to mislead others about
one’s age. The hadith "Avoid black dye" applies in such cases, making the dye
prohibitively disliked (makrih tahrimi).*

C) Situations of Difference of Opinion

In these situations, some scholars classify the ruling as slightly disliked (makrth
tanzihi), while others consider it prohibitively disliked (makrah tahrimi). Our ruling
follows the slightly disliked (makruh tanzihi) position.

o Beautification for Spouse: There is a difference of opinion regarding the
permissibility of using black dye for beautification. The majority consider it
prohibitively disliked (makrah tahrimi), citing the general prohibition of black dye.
However, Imam Aba Yasuf rahimahullah (d.182 AH) permitted it for
beautification, stating: "Just as | like her to beautify herself for me, she likes me
to beautify myself for her."

Ruling: Slightly disliked (makrih tanzihi)®

o Defects: Some scholars allow black dye in cases of necessity, such as

premature greying or medical conditions, following the opinion of Imam Abu
Yusuf. For example, a young person getting married or meeting a potential
spouse who has grey hair may use pure black.
Ruling: : Slightly disliked (makridh tanzihi)®

And Allah Ta’ala Knows Best

Answered by:

Humayun, Mus’ab

Checked & Approved By:

(Mufti) Muadh Chati
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