Title: Jama“ Bayn al-Salatayn During Travel

Question:

Is it permissible to combine between two salahs during travel? In our flight, ‘asr salah
and Maghrib salah will take place whilst we are on the plane, what do we do? Can we
combine?

Answer:
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.
As-salamu ‘alaykum wa-rahmatullahi wa-barakatuh.

If salah can be performed on the plane fulfilling all the fara’id while standing, with rukd’
and sajdah then it must be performed as such. However, if one is unable to do so and
‘asr salah will be missed, then one should perform their ‘asr salah after the shadows of
all objects become the same size as the object (after mithl awwal). To do this, one must
ensure that zuhr salah is performed before mithl awwal (before the shadows of all
objects become the same size as the object).

If it cannot be performed like this, one should still perform their salah on the plane to the
best of their ability and repeat afterwards. Joining ‘asr salah and maghrib salah is not
permitted.

Discussion

Performing salah on a Plane

Performing salah on a plane is permitted. ' However, if a person is unable to perform
salah fulfilling all its farad’id - standing, with rukd’ (bowing) and sajdah (prostration) - the
salah offered in this manner is incomplete.?

Despite this, according to the Hanafi madhhab, one is required to read in whatever way
is possible (e.g., seated or using gestures) during the prayer’s time. However, this salah
must be repeated later when the person is able to perform it fulfilling all its pillars.

Jama’ Bayn al-Salatayn (Combining Two Prayers)?
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The default ruling in the Hanafi madhhab is that combining two prayers (jama’ bayn al-
salatayn) is not permitted. However, later Hanafi scholars have allowed following the
Shafi’l method of jama’ (combining) in cases of necessity - such as when performing
salah within its prescribed time is impossible and all Hanafi options are exhausted.

If you are in this situation, follow these steps in the given order, moving to the next option
only when the previous one is entirely unfeasible:

1. Perform salah within its prescribed time according to the mufta bihi (most
authoritative) opinion of the Hanafi madhhab.

2. Perform salah within its time based on another valid opinion within the Hanafi
madhhab such as performing ‘asr salah after mithl awwal* (To check this, use the
website/app Muwaqqit)

3. Perform jama’ ta’khir (delaying the earlier prayer to combine it with the later one).
4. Perform jama’ tagdim (praying the later salah early, combining it with the earlier one).

Only zuhr with ‘asr, and maghrib with ‘isha’ can be combined.® Accordingly, ‘asr and
maghrib cannot be combined. If combining prayers becomes necessary, one must
adhere strictly to the Shafi’i method.®

e ForJama’ Ta’khir (delayed combination):
o Intend to combine the prayers during the time of the first Salah.
o E.g. When combining maghrib and ‘isha’ in the time of ‘ishd’, make the
intention that you are combining from the time of maghrib.
e Forjama’ taqdim (advanced combination):

1. Intend to combine the prayers before starting.
2. Start with the earlier salah (e.g., zuhr before ‘asr).
3. Ensure thereis no long gap between the two prayers.

o E.g. When combining zuhr and ‘asr in the time of zuhr, make the intention of
combining before starting and then begin with zuhr. Once zuhr is completed,
stand for ‘asr ensuring there isn’t a long gap between.

For example, | have a flight on the 7" of January 2025 at 2pm. On that day, zuhr is at
12.17pm, mithl awwal is at 1.50pm, mithl thani is at 2.19pm and maghrib is at 4.06pm
(according to Muwaqqit).

e |will perform zuhr salah in its time before the flight.
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e Ifitiscommon knowledge or it has been specified that salah can be performed on
that particular airline with allits fara’id, | will perform my ‘asr salah on the plane.

e Iflknow from before hand that | will not be able to perform salah on the plane with
allits arkan orl am stillunsure after research and enquiry, | will perform zuhr salah
before 1.50pm and ‘asr after 1.50pm, before the flight.

e Ifitisimpossible to perform ‘asr salah in thattime and in the plane, | willdo jama’
tagdim bringing ‘asr in the time of zuhr salah and perform both before 1.50pm. In
doing this, | will ensure to abide by the rules stipulated in the Shafi’i madhhab
mentioned above. If after boarding the plane | find out that | can perform it with all
its fard’id, | will repeat it.

e Jama’ ta’khir of zuhr and ‘asr will not be an option since zuhr saldh can be
performed in its time.

e Aswell asthis, ‘asr salah cannot be delayed and joined with maghrib salah.

e Ifthetime of maghrib occurs mid flightand | am able to perform salahin the plane,
I will performitinthe plane. If | am unable to performitin the plane but | have time
to perform it upon landing, | will perform it then.

e Ifldo not have time to perform maghrib salah upon landing, | will perform it to the
best of my ability in the plane and intend jama’ of maghrib salah with ‘isha’ salah
in the time of ‘isha’. After landing, | will combine maghrib and ‘isha’ in the time of
‘isha’ ensuring that | adhere to the rules of the Shafi’t madhhab.

It is important to understand that jama’ ta’khir can only be done when it is very difficult
to perform salah in its time according to the Hanafi madhhab; and jama’ tagdim can only

be done when jama’ ta’khir also becomes impossible.

And Allah Ta’ala Knows Best

Answered by:

Ahmad Bax and Abdullah Patel

Checked & Approved By:

(Mufti) Muadh Chati
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1Can you pray salah on a plane?

Yes
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3 What do Ahnaf say about Jama’?

Not allowed except s,s,.a)l 1se
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4 Praying ‘Asr in mithl thani:

Bringing ‘Asr early in the time of Dhuhr can be done within the Hanafi Madhab by following
the view of Imam Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad: ‘Asr time begins in Mithl thani (when

the shadows become same size as object)
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5 There is only jama’ of zuhr with ‘asr and maghrib with ‘isha’:
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6 Method of Jama’?

Follow exactly the madhab of Imam Shafi1.
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