Title: Guidelines for Mistakes in Qur’anic Recitation in Salah

In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.

Mistakes in Qur’anic recitation during salah is a common occurrence. These mistakes
can often lead to the nullification of the salah itself. On the other hand, at times, a salah
is repeated due to a mistake which is thought to nullify the salah despite the fact that it
does not. Hence, there remains an immense need to clarify the types of mistakes made
in salah and their respective rulings.

Alhamdulillah, we have been able to compile a simple and concise article on this subject
wherein we have categorised all the mistakes into various categories and have given
consistent rulings to each one bearing in mind the differences of opinions amongst the
scholars. The purpose of this article is not to create confusion. Rather, the article should
serve as a guide for scholars in order to determine whether a salah needs to be repeated
or not.

Mufti Ebrahim Desai rahimahullah (d.1442 AH/2021 CE) would mention that there are
two types of issues regarding which a scholar should be able to respond to immediately.
One being with regards to the issues of janazah, and the other pertaining to the rulings of
mistakes in salah.

In relation to the primary sources we have used for this project, they include:
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Also, it is very important to bear in mind that we have constantly acknowledged the
leniency with which the later scholars of the Hanafi madhab have operated in this issue.
This further emphasises the point of not creating confusion among the masses and
invalidating the salah on every occasion. The scholars have exerted their efforts in
reducing the occasions wherein the salah would be nullified. Mufti Mahmuad Gangohi
rahimahullah (d.1417 AH/1996) writes in his magnum opus Fatawa Mahmudiyyah:

At times even a far-fetched/meaningless interpretation is needed in order to protect the
salah from becoming invalid.’

In light of this, we have approached this treatise with the intention of being as moderate
as possible taking all views into consideration.

A general summary of the treatise may be as follows:

If avalid interpretation of the recitation cannot be made, then any change thatis madein
the recitation that makes the meaning of the verse become one that necessitates
disbelief, or makes it severely different to the intended meaning, or the verse becomes
meaningless, will invalidate the salah. If the change is insignificant to the overall
meaning, the salah does not need to be repeated. Those mistakes that are common
amongst people will create leniency in the ruling such that even a mistake that changes
the meaning severely will not invalidate the salah due to it being a common mistake. In
consideration of Imam Aba Yasuf rahimahullah (d.182 AH)’s view, some consideration may
also be given to whether the change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an.
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A flow-chart of all of the scenarios can be presented as follows:

~

Mistakes
-
Reptace
Swapping one letter
H h foraqether
Sévere Farfetched
change change
ord ot of
Qg Qs

Reptace.

Inmg’n%?ht

cpange

Word'o?

Quran

AcCid

Not of
ur'a,

|r1m to
pragoyee

entat

Tistafe
los: t close
N@aj fakhraj
everl severe
cha

nge cpange

word for
a r

ever

severe

cﬁan%e cﬁa nfe
ord ot of ord ot of

c
=~
o

change in
muanrthg

Add a letter
-

Farfetched

cﬁan%e
ord ot of

InsignifteaT———

t fhanfe
ord ot of

Change

T add™ ofder of

{09 letter pr
wdrd

sEvere

nge

Insignifieam———

t

wﬁd\mlnﬁ\of

Farfetched

cﬁa nfe
ord ot of

Qrsn - Quryn

sévere

nge

Farfetched

cﬁan%e
ord ot of

Insignifieam———

t fhanfe
ord ot of

Sty_gg To mix up
contin Parts of
cusing ers
cthe togdther
everl severe everl severe
change change cfan%e c@_rlge
P,
between |;:|ur;ot
twoerses Rauss

IslamicKnowledge, Blackburn, United Kingdom
Madrasah Number: +447575405251 | www.islamicknowledge.co.uk |
info@islamicknowledge.co.uk



http://www.islamicknowledge.co.uk/
mailto:info@islamicknowledge.co.uk

Types of mistakes

A mistake may essentially be one of ten types:

1) Replacing one Harakah for another Harakah

This includes tashdid, sukin, and madd as well i.e. reading mushaddad as mukhaffaf,
madd as qasr or vice versa.

The earlier scholars have divided this mistake into the three types:

A) The change has caused a severe change inthe meaning (and a valid interpretation
is not possible) such that its recitation is disbelief, or the change is severe (taghyir
fahash).

Ruling: The salah is invalid.?
Examples:

e Anindividual reads slda)l este o0 & 2% G| With a fathah on the word :LJf and a
dammah on the word & or reads 4 #>7 sy With a fathah on the word sTand
a dammah on the ba of 4, or reads ol Jke cLus with a kasrah on the letter
dhal of .,,idf or reads 4\ with kasrah on the letter kaf.

e Apersonreads s Y| 4 Y &Tinstead of &1

o Aperson reads ggise ULy instead of cyudas

e Apersonreads ,yddl o 0,53 instead of oudidl

e Apersonreads sl instead of jz.all
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e Apersonreads l dus § ol o instead of i

B) The change has caused a change in the meaning; however, the change is far-
fetched/meaningless/major (taghyir ba Td) or it has no meaning.

This may be of two types:
i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an.

Ruling: According to Imam AbG Hanifah and Imam Muhammad the Salah is
invalid. Imam AbuG Yasuf states that the Salah is valid.®
Example: An individual reads o3l instead of vssWf or that he reads, 1y4é5 Y

g2t with a dammah on the o .4

ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an.

Ruling: The salahis invalid.®
Example: ulk, without a tashdid on the (am.

C) The change has not caused a (significant) change in the meaning.

Ruling: The salah is valid.®
Examples:

e A person reads Uf3s (without tashdid),
e Aperson read 4« (with fathah on the ‘ayn)
e Aperson reads 4t} instead of |

3
il LoYl) lllas dnis OTAN (3 3gmse oSG 4 0Ly Y of Lo s sall s Willas s ¥ OT AN (3 13 gomgm opdai il OIS70) G 3f i
(i a8 VY Yo L)
4
Vi 5ol glau adlo dnis ¥ el wip [¥ ol (:.'<35:j 1555 Y 1 13 0b canlt e YL CLeyl 3 o 131 OleYl & o)l tlgsns
KA s VYFATY Btabl (sl o) b [¥ sl k] 35501 153558
5
il S V) 8 L) 5 5 ~LoV) Olezll 3 LS slaYl oMo 4 a5 ¥ aall & i 4 OB
PR Uy T PR 2 g
6

(Rodall (YY) el 3 b = i) ) ad wis Sl platey Y Tt 05 OV e ¥ gall b L OB e U

IslamicKnowledge, Blackburn, United Kingdom
Madrasah Number: +447575405251 | www.islamicknowledge.co.uk |
info@islamicknowledge.co.uk



http://www.islamicknowledge.co.uk/
mailto:info@islamicknowledge.co.uk

e Apersonreads gl o) instead of geadall &5.
e Aperson reads $as instead of e du
e Aperson reads sydb 5UY Ll of instead of 8)Y

o Aperson reads {3l lyisl 1t Laf instead of 13155

e Apersonreads ‘.Kﬂ,af js235 Y instead of ‘&‘1,41

e Apersonreads &t uly, b Uexy instead of e
e Aperson reads 4.~ |t JLasinstead of L.\~

e Aperson reads dlsy) Lals ua instead of .y

e Apersonreads g 13| (ks Wi instead Of ol

e Apersonreads ;K ﬁ:& ke 22 Yy instead of plb
e Aperson reads Lkel & instead of Lsf t

e Apersonreads Ju «s s3f L instead of du

e Apersonreads oW op 34! s instead of &

The later scholars (Muhammad ibn Mugatil rahimahullah (d.226 AH), Muhammad ibn
Sallam rahimahullah (d.305 AH), Al-Hinduwani rahimahullah (d.362 AH), Muhammad ibn al
Fadl rahimahullah (d.381 AH), Isma’il al-Zahid rahimahullah (d.402 AH), and Al-Halwani
rahimahullah (d.449 AH), AblG Bakr al-Balkhi rahimahullah (d.553 AH)) have issued the
ruling that replacing one diagrammatical for another diagrammatical mark will not
invalidate the salah, even if the meaning is one that is disbelief. Example, an Imam reads
el o3l o0 M 2% G With @ dammah on the word & and a fathah on the word stdal.”

Qadi Khan rahimahullah (d.592 AH), Ibn ul-Humam rahimahullah (d.861 AH) and others
have concluded that it is more precautionary to follow the guidelines mentioned by the
earlier scholars while it is permissible to follow the ruling of the later scholars.®
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Summary: Any change in harakah will notinvalidate the salah, butitis preferred to repeat
the salah if there is a major change.
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2) To replace one letter for another letter

The earlier scholars divided this mistake into the following types:
A) The change has caused a severe change inthe meaning (and a valid interpretation
is not possible) such that its recitation is disbelief, or it has changed the meaning

in a severe manner (taghyir fahash).

Ruling: The salah is invalid.
Example: A person reads JiJi s ¢y instead of gl s ps

B) The change has caused a change in the meaning and the change is far-
fetched/meaningless/major (taghyir ba Td) but not severe (taghyir fahash).

This may be of two types:
i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an.

Ruling: According to Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Muhammad the salah is
invalid, Imam Abu YiGsuf states that the salah is valid.

It is more precautionary to follow the view of Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam
Muhammad. However, it is permissible to follow the view of Imam Abu
Yasuf.®

Example: A person recites <& s i instead of S Jras"dlzes

ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an.
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Ruling: The salah is invalid."®

Example: A person reads sl ol instead of yaudl Glowef

C) The change has not caused a (significant) change in the meaning.
This may be of two types:
i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an.

Ruling: The salah is valid.
Example: A person reads os.ll of instead of caeludf 8f

ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an.

Ruling: According to Imam Abu Yusuf the salah is invalid. Imam Abu
Hanifah and Imam Muhammad state that the salah is valid.™”
Example: A person reads <\f instead of <l or cmbs instead of culss.

The later scholars have mentioned that this mistake may be of two types:
A) The mistake has taken place accidentally.
i. Thereplaced letter and replacing letter emanate from a similar part of the
mouth or it is generally difficult for the general masses to differentiate

between the two letters.

Ruling: The salah is valid."?
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Example: A person reads & fya S (5,5 Y instead of & fguws il 195,55 Y

ii. The replaced letter and the replacing letter emanate from different parts of
the mouth, and it is generally not difficult for the general masses to
differentiate between the two letters.

This may be of two types:

= The change has caused a severe change (taghyir fahash) in the meaning
(and a valid interpretation is not possible).

Ruling: The salah is invalid."®
Example: An individual reads 4 instead of wtlall

= The change has not caused a severe change (taghyir fahash) in the
meaning

Ruling: The salah is invalid.™
Example: An individual recites Lu> Lule 054 of instead of LS Lule 054 0f.
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Ibn al-Humam rahimahullah (d.861 AH) and Ibrahim al-Halabi rahimahullah (d.956 AH) and
mention that it is more precautionary to follow the guidelines mentioned by the earlier
scholars while it is permissible to follow the ruling of the later scholars.

B) The mistake has been caused due to an inability to pronounce a letter properly.

Ruling: If the individual is continuously trying to correct his pronunciation, then
his salah is valid. Otherwise, his salah is invalid. However, other scholars
have stated that his salah shall be valid regardless of whether he
continuously tries to correct his pronunciation.®

Example: An individual recites w.all with the letter

Summary:

According to the rulings of the later scholars, as long as it is not a severe change, the
salah will be valid. If it is a severe change, it may be overlooked if it is a common mistake
afflicting the people, or if the letters emanate from the same place.
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3) To replace one word for another word

This may be of two types:

A) The change has caused a severe change in the meaning such that its recitation is
disbelief, or it has changed the meaning in a severe manner (taghyir fahash) (and
avalid interpretation is not possible) or a non-severe manner. "’

This may be of two types:
i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an
Ruling: According to Imam Abud Hanifah and Imam Muhammad, the salah is
invalid. According to Imam Abu YGsuf, the salah is valid.”® However, in
one narration, Imam Abu Yusuf also holds the view that the salah shall

be invalid.
Example: A person reads il 6| instead of cplels LST6|

ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an.

Ruling: The salah is invalid."®
Example: A person reads pls 4 ,l=ill of instead of e i) il 0f

B) The change has not caused a (significant) change in the meaning

This may be of two types:
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i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an

Ruling: The salah is valid.?°
Example: A person reads .= instead of +.&~ or reads Fowai T oolmy O 4T 553

instead Of fue estsy SE4T 5.2
ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an
Ruling: According to Imam Abu Yusuf the salah is invalid. Imam Abu Hanifah
and Imam Muhammad state that the salah is valid. Imam Abu Yasuf
has one narration that also states that the salah is valid.??

Example: A person reads W plab py3ll 5,28

Note: The fatwa is upon the view of Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam
Muhammad.?®

Summary:

According to the rulings of the later scholars, as long as it is not a severe change, the
salah will be valid.
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4) To drop a letter
The earlier scholars divided this mistake into the following types:

A) The change has caused a severe change in the meaning such that its recitation is
disbelief, or it has changed the meaning in a severe manner (taghyir fahash) (and
avalid interpretation is not possible). 2

Ruling: The salah is invalid.
Example: A person recites oyl xlid «f instead of ogella)) xli, ¥ «f

B) The change has caused a change in the meaning and the change is far-
fetched/meaningless but not severe (taghyir fahash)

This may be of two types:
i. Thechange has created a word that is found in the Qur'an

Ruling: According to Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Muhammad the salah is
invalid. Imam AbG Yusuf states that the salah is valid. 2°
Example: A personread %, sU sl= L instead of &Yy sl gl Ly (The Uis
taken as nafi)

ii. Thechange has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an

Ruling: The salah is invalid.?®
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Example: An individual recites «i~y s, &ify instead of cusy g5 E330.

C) The change has not caused a (significant) change in the meaning

Ruling: The salah is valid.?’
Example: An individual reads U, w¢l> A&,

Summary:

A major or farfetched change will cause the salah to be invalid, anything else may be
excused.
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5) To drop a word
The earlier scholars have mentioned that this may be of two types:
A) The change has caused a severe change in the meaning such that its recitation is
disbelief, or it has changed the meaning in a severe manner (taghyir fahash) (and

avalid interpretation is not possible).

Ruling: The salah is invalid.
Example: an individual reads oyus: o4 L (Misses out Y).

B) The change has caused a change in the meaning and the change is far-
fetched/meaningless but not severe (taghyir fahash)

This may be of two types:
i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an.

Ruling: According to Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Muhammad, the salah is
invalid, Imam Abu Yusuf states that the salah is valid.
Example: o5l o8 oa ) (Miss out #)

ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an.
Ruling: The salah is invalid.
C) The change has not caused a severe change in the meaning

Ruling: The salah is valid.
Example: udl ¢y Sul (Misses out <)

Summary:

The later scholars have mentioned that if the change has caused a change in the
meaning, then the salah shall be invalid. If the change has not caused a change in the
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meaning, then the salah shall be valid.?® Thus, if an individual reads s ¢+ L, the salah

will be invalid.
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6) To add a letter

The earlier scholars divided this mistake into the following types:

A) The change has caused a severe change in the meaning such that its recitation is
disbelief, or it has changed the meaning in a severe manner (taghyir fahash) (and
avalid interpretation is not possible).

Ruling: The Salah is invalid.
Example: An individual recites .= 3 ¥ oLy of instead of .

B) The change has caused a change in the meaning and the change is far-
fetched/meaningless (ba Td) but not severe (taghyir fahash)

This may be of two types:
i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an.
Ruling: According to Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Muhammad the salah is
invalid; Imam Abu Yusuf states that the salah is valid.

Example: An individual recites Ky, guT (Ko 0yl instead of w1,

ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an.

Ruling: The salah is invalid.
Example: A person recites ¢stu instead of 3.

C) The change has not caused a (significant) change in the meaning
This may be of two types:
i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an

Ruling: The salah is valid
Example: si» s &ldofy instead of sae e &dyf.

ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an
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Ruling: According to Imam Abu Yusuf the salah is invalid. Imam Abu Hanifah
and Imam Muhammad state that the salah is valid, one of Imam Abu
YUsuf’s narrations also indicate that the salah is valid.?® The view of
validity is preferred.

Example: A person reads Sl oo 4ly Gy ally afy instead of Sl e @ity gl ufy OF
(454 0350 Uany iNstead of sy,

Summary:

The later scholars have mentioned that if the addition of the letter has not caused a
severe change in the meaning (taghyir fahash), then the salah is valid. If it has caused a
severe change in the meaning, itis invalid.®
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7) To add a word

This may be of two types:
A) The change has caused a severe change in the meaning such that its recitation is
disbelief, or it has changed the meaning in a severe manner (taghyir fahash) (and

avalid interpretation is not possible).*?

Ruling: The Salah is invalid.
Example: An individual recites... cax o ollall fllasy 1y,iS) 1l 0l o) (adds 1y,i55)

B) The change has caused a change in the meaning and the change is far-
fetched/meaningless but not severe (taghyir fahash)

This may be of two types:
i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an

Ruling: According to Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Muhammad, the salah is
invalid. Imam Abu Yusuf states that the Salah is valid.
Example: An individual recites wus b wlball fshasy l5iuy Iyl 24 0f

ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an
Ruling: The salah is invalid®®
C) The change has not caused a (significant) change in the meaning
This may be of two types:
i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an

Ruling: The Salah is valid
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Example: An individual reads &1 s\al, (5453 f3,i pdd| s 15

ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an.

Ruling: According to Imam Abu Yusuf, the salah is invalid, Imam Abu
Hanifah and Imam Muhammad state that the Salahis valid.** The later
scholars seem to have given preference to the latter view.

Example: A person reads ol gLlisy J£4 245G,

Summary:

If the addition of a word causes a severe change in the meaning, then the salah will be
invalid.
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8) To read one letter before another letter or one word before another
word

This may be of two types:

A) The change has caused a severe change in the meaning such that its recitation is
disbelief, or it has changed the meaning in a severe manner (taghyir fahash) (and
a valid interpretation is not possible).

Ruling: The salah is invalid.
Example: A person recites Ll 1d» J instead of of,a)l lda Jea.

B) The change has caused a change in the meaning and the change is far-
fetched/meaningless but not severe (taghyir fahash)

This may be of two types:
i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an

Ruling: According to Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Muhammad the Salah is
invalid. Imam Abu YGsuf states that the Salah is valid.
Example: An individual recites sl st dxas instead of y=1.

The fatwa is upon the view of Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Muhammad in that
the salahis invalid.

ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an

Ruling: The Salah is invalid.
Example: A person reads JsSb jeiss” instead of JsSU ciuass” Or reads sy

instead of 3,sué

C) The change has not caused a (significant) change in the meaning
This may be of two types:

i. The change has created a word that is found in the Qur’an
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Ruling: The salah is valid®®
Example: An individual reads s 4,3 % Y instead of 2= e 4 o

ii. The change has created a word that is not found in the Qur’an

Ruling: According to Imam Abu Yusuf the salah is invalid. Imam Abu Hanifah
and Imam Muhammad state that the salah is valid.
Example: ,2Jl ,i 36 instead of 4,

The fatwa is upon the view of Imam Abu Hanifah and Imam Muhammad in
that the salah is valid.®®

Summary:

The salah will become invalid if a sever change in the meaning occurs.
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9) To stop and continue from a place such that the meaning changes

The earlier scholars divided this mistake into the following types:
This may be of two types:

A) The change has caused a severe change in the meaning such that its recitation is
disbelief, or it has changed the meaning in a severe manner (taghyir fahash) (and
avalid interpretation is not possible).

Ruling: The Salah is invalid
Example: An individual recites sl <JGy then stops and recites &1 &3 3356

B) The change has not caused a (significant) change in the meaning

Ruling: The salah is valid.
Example: An individual recites Js and then recites 4>f 4 4»

The later scholars have ruled that mistakes of this type shall not invalidate the salah. For
example, if an Imam reads syl <3Gy then stops, and then reads 4f o; ;;¢, the salah will not
be invalidated.®’

Summary:

The relied upon opinion is that in any case, this type of mistake shall not invalidate the
salah.
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10) To join a part of one verse with a part of another verse

This may be of two types:

A) The meaning of what he had intended to recite has not changed severely (taghyir
fahash) (and a valid interpretation is not possible).

Ruling: The salah is valid.
Example: An individual reads: gwd) ofr v lall fpheey gl o4 0f

B) The meaning of what he had intended to recite has changed severely.
This may be of two types:
i. Theindividual paused between the two parts of the two verses.

Ruling: The salah is valid.
Example: An individual reads: o\-Lal| lskesy 15T 0401 8f, then pauses, and then

reads aul 5 oa eldyf
ii. The individual did not pause between the two parts of the two verses.
Ruling: The salahisinvalid.*® However, some Hanafi scholars have stated that
the salah is still valid since this is a common difficulty in considering

the salah to be invalid.®®
Example: An individual reads: ,f ,& wa ldsl wlblall ey Iyl uddl 0f

Summary:
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The relied upon opinion is that if the meaning changes severely, the salah will be invalid.
In these scenarios as well, if it is a place where it is common for people to get confused,
there would be a leeway in validating the salah.
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